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Original and Selected Articles. 


CARBUNCLE— WHITLOW AND | the whole diseased tissue will come out 


INGROWING OF NAILS. 


BY O. E, NEWTON, M.D., CINCINNATI, O. 

By the term carbuncle you are to un- 
derstand a malignant boil, the tendency 
of which is to become rapidly worse ; 
will be checked only by the proper 
treatment. Its natural tendency is to 
grow larger by destruction of adjunct 
tissue ; therefore, the emolient or poultic- 
ing treatment indicated in common boils 
is, when applied, only aggravating to 
this disease. 

The principal distinctive difference be- 
tween a carbuncle and boil is, when a boil 
has ripened, generally, one opening is 
formed, and containsa core which, when 
sloughed out, or removed, leaves a 
healthy base, and will soon heal by sim 
ple means; while a carbuncle will open 
with sieve-like openings, instead of one, 
each forming a distinct sinus, or ulcer, 
which will eat and destroy, without re- 


ceiving the proper treatment, which is | 


caustic or the knife. 
I treat these cases by destroying and 


disorganizing, with the caustic of chlo- , 


tide of zinc paste, the diseased tissue, 
and sloughing it out. 


| cle has made its appearance. 
| cases occur most commonly upon the 





Very frequently | 


down to the bone over which the carbun- 
These 


back of the neck. You must not trifle 
with these cases with mz/d,emolient means, 
or you may lose your patient. Strike 
deep and thorough for a total destruc- 
tion of the whole diseased tissue, and 
thereby control the disease by the only 
means, using caustic or the knife. 

AN ESPECIAL CASE IN ILLUSTRATION. 

Mr. M. T. Ligur, (northern residence 
No. 142 Clark street, Cincinnati, O.,) a 
French Southern planter, at Cypremot’s 
Landing, St. Mary’s parish, La. 

History: Being on his plantation in 
Louisiana in 1861, was prevented by 
the war from joining his family, who 
were on their usual visit North at the 
outbreak of the war, for four years. 
During the progress of the war he had 
been living almost like a hermit, being 
repeatedly stripped by passing armies, 
and being often obliged to live upon the 
coarsest and lowest diet. Upon being 
notified of the removal of the blockade, 
he at once started on his way North, 
going by the way of New Orleans to 
take boat, where, for the first time, he 
had an opportunity to satisfy his appe- 
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tite. He, naturally being a high liver, 
being a Frenchman, at once began drink- 
ing wine, and using the high-seasoned 
steamboat fare, which he continued to 
use on his way to Cincinnati. When he 
reached here he was the subject of a 
rash, covering his whole body, of a net- 
tle rash character: and eresypelatous in- 
flammation showed itself upon a line of 
the back of the neck, extending itself 
over the spinal column. This was the 
appearance of the external surface when 
I was called, with a puffy condition of the 
skin,and areolar tissue underneath. The 
parts at once showed signs of a carbun- 
cle; mortification and sloughing at « nce 
followed. The following are the parts 
that were affected : The back of the head, 
commencing at a line drawn from ear to 
ear, and extending downward to ‘he last 
cervical vertebra, where there seemed to 
be a line of demarkation between it and 
the sound flesh, leaving a healthy space 
of about four inches, from*’wience the 
puffy condition extended to the cighth dor- 
sal vertebra, where there was another 
space of about three inches of healthy 
tissue, from which again the same dis- 
eased condition extended to the third 
lumbar vertebra. 

Before any openings had appeared in 
any of the places, the whole surface of 
the above described parts showed the 
probable collection of matter under the 
skin, there being distinct fluctuation by 
pressure over those <pots. I at once 
applied a plaster of chloride of zinc 
paste, covering as much surface as he 
could stand the destruction of, at one 
time, over which I applied, every three 
hours, a poultice of flax seed and pound- 
ed charcoal, mixed with brewer's yeas: 
and water. This process of disorgan- 
izing by means of the caustic, and favor 
ing suppuration by means of the anti- 
septic poultices, was continued until the 
Cavities containing the pus were reached, 

Having disorganized all the unhealthy 
tissue and sloughced it out, J dressed it 
with equal parts of ung. zinc, xidi. 
comp., and ung. plumbi comp. The 
parts excavated to the bone, covering a 
space of over eighteen inches of surface. 
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So extensive were the parts to be dressed 
it required from one to one and a half 
pounds of ointment at each dressing, 


| might say, as soon as the xaustic 
was applied, it at once stopped any fur- 
ther extension of the disease. Though 
the treatment was very radical and pain- 
ful, it was successful in curing my pa- 
tient, and gave full satisfaction; and I 
fully believe, had not this sanguinary 
caustic treatment been used, say patient 
would have died. 


I was six weeks in attenaance. twice 
per day. 


WHITLOW OR FELON. 


This is one of those ceses in minor 
surgery which calls for a corzect judg- 
ment, and prompt treatment, 2s it is 
one of the most painful small difficulties 
that the human system is called upon 
to bear. The inflammation is nearly 
always upon the first phalanx of the 
finger or thumb. Often when first 
seen the cellular tissue will ke swollen 
even to severe tightness of the skin, 
which will be of a bright red color. 
Finally matter will be formed under- 
neath, and here comes the danger and 
the indication requiring surgical inter- 
ference. At the first conimencement, it 
is said that the frequent immersion in 
scalding alkali, and the part wrapped up 
in a tight bandage has checked the in- 
flammation. Sometimes the full and 
frequent painting with Tr. Iodine, the 
placing it into a lemon cut open, has 
dispersed the swelling. But it 1s seldom 
a physician’s attention is called prior to 
the formation of matter, though not 
opened, and that is the indication that a 
cut is to be made from the first joint, 
down and through the periwsteum to the 
bone, extending to the end of the pha- 
lanx, which zz every stance will give 
prompt relief. The danger growing out 
of this not being done is: if you wait 
until the abscess opens of itself the 
probabilities are that you will have a 
case of death of the first phalanx, or 
necrosis. In cutting. be careful to go 





lor 
lo- 
is 
1es 
on 
rly 
he 
rst 
en 


starting io where you stop. 

After cutting, simply place a pledget 
of lint cr cotton in the opening to keep 
the edges from uniting—this only to be 
kept there the first day, over which 
apply an elm bark poultice. In two 
days apply the Mayer’s Ointment until 
healed. 

Ihave fcur cases of necrosis in my 
surgical cabinet where I performed am 
putation, and each case could have been 
prevented if the early opening had been 
made. 


INGROWING OF NAILS. 


This 1s appareatly a very trifling case 
in miner surgery, but you will often be 
consulted about this kind of trouble, 
and yeu will be successful in relieving 
it by the treatment I give you. 

First, sock the toe in hot water, well, 
to soften the nail as much as possible, 
then scrape the centre with a piece of 
glass or a scalpel, and cut off the sharp 
corners of the inyrowing nail; then 


anoint cotton in carbolic acid ointment, | 


and crowd it tightly under each corner, 
with a view of razsing them out of the 
Jissure in the fleshy part around the nail 


—this cotton to be taken out from time | 


to time and replaced by a new pledget. 
Allow the nail to grow out at the ends 


well, to be cut off square—keeping the | 


centre thin, and the edges pressed up- 
wards. ‘f there be, as you will some- 
time finc, a fungus formed on each side 
of the nzil, you will first have to destroy 
this, with a drop of nitric acid, or a little 


chloride of zinc paste, before putting | 
_ three or four days. 


the cotton under the nail. This course, 


sometiiaes modified according to cir- 
of enteric fever, with large doses of sul- 


' phuric acid, and they were all convalesc- 


cumstances, has fully met the demands 
in these <ases. 

[ have cured such cases as these, who 
had subrsitted to the old plan of re- 
moving the entire nail the second time, 


in which cases, the nail came in just | 
where the one had been that was pulled | 


out. Lhe pulling out of the nail, or cut- 
ting off of the corners alone, cvill not cure 
these cases. 


through the periosteum from the point of - 
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SULPHATE OF CINCHONIDIA. 


By C. G. Pouk, M. D. 


The increase in the price of the sul- 
phate of quinia has almost imposed a 
prohibition upon its employment, and 
naturally turns the attention of the phy- 
sician to a substitute less costly. Of 
the various articles which have been 
tested, none except the sulphate of Cin- 
chonidia have, so far, given general sat- 
isfaction. The price, not exceeding half 
the cost of quinia, and the beneficial re- 
sults following its administration ap- 
proaching so nearly the more costly al- 
kaloid, that physicians have learned to 
employ it in all cases in which the pecu- 
niary consideration is important, 

As an anti-periodic I have employed 
it with a very high degree of satisfaction 
in the following formula : 


R. Sulph. cinchonidia 
Fluid ext. gelseminum.... g 
Fluid ext. glyeyrrh 
Syrup aurani cort yr. 
Mucil acaciae qs. ad.... ...0z.ii. M. 
S. Desertspoonful every hour until taken. 


During the past summer, I have used 
it ina dozen cases of intermittent fever, 
without a single failure. In only one 


| case was there a paroxysm after taking 


the above quantity, and none in which 
a second paroxysm occurred. The taste 


_ is not at all disagreeable, the cinchonidia 


scarcely imparting a trace of its bitter. 
Children take it without inconvenience, 
and, it seems to me, it is less liable than 
the quinia salt to derange the brain or 
stomach. 

In remittent fever I have employed the 
same formula, breaking up the disease in 


I have also employed it in five cases 


ing by the twelfth day. In fact, I have 
learned ts regard it every way equal to 


' the more costly quinia, and as fast as I 


can control my long acquired fondness 
for the latter, am I evincing my firm 
conviction of its value, and employing 


| it in my prescriptions. 


I throw out these suggestions, hoping 
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that the additional grain of evidence 


may aid in the general use of this valua- 


able medicine. 
The only real rival it has is the cincho- 
quinia, and I think there is a large bal- 


| 


| 
| 


anceof advantage in favor of the cin- | 


chonidia. I think consciencious analyses 
of cincho-quinia have determined dif- 


ferent results, and I think variation of | 
constituents inseparable from a prepa- | 
ration embodying all the constituents of | 


cinchona bark. 

«The variation in strength is an objec- 
tion against the cincho-quinine, its com- 
parative freedom from bitterness is an 


item in its favor. I have heard physicians | 


object to it on ground of its proprietary | 


character. 

But the relative merits of the two can 
not be determined elsewhere than at 
the bedside of the sick. One clinical 
fact is worth ten thousand speculations. 

The great question of the physician is, 
what is best to heal the sick? This de- 
termined, he should use the best, re— 
gardless of every other consideration. 
Of course, officinal preparations should, 
other things being equal, be preferred. 
Patented preparations should be re- 
jected, unless the exact composition be 
known, and then it is better to designate 
the articles and quantity rather than 
favor a nostrum. 

I think, then, surveying the subject in 
both its ethical and therapeutical light, 


there is every reason to give preference | 


to sulphate of cinchonidia. The state 
ment recently made by Dr. Ferdinand 
King, in THE SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECc- 
ORD, that it requires three times as much 
cinchonidia as quinia, is very contrary to 
my experience. I have obtained as 
good results from the cheaper alkaloid 
by increasing the amount one-fourth, 
as I have from quinia sulphate. 

I do not deny that cincho-quinine is 
a good preparation, I believe it is; but 
I am very positive that sulphate of cin- 
chonidia is a perfect substitute for sul- 
phate of quinia. 

It is believed that both cincho-quinine 
and Stearns’ sweet quinia consists largely 
of pure einchonia. The latter pure cin- 


chonia (we de not now speak of the sul. | 


phate of cinchonia, but of the alkaloid 
itself,) has not, perhaps, received the at- 
tention that it deserves. By mixing 
twelve (12) parts of this with sixty (60) 
of sugar of milk, and adding one (1) part 
only of bi-carbonate of soda, a powder 
can be prepared which will readily mix 
with a small quantity of milk or cream, 
and forms a tasteless compound, and 
thus desirable to use in many cases, 
The administration of it should then be 
followed by a glass of water, and after 
an interval of half hour by acidulous 
drinks, when all the effects of quinia 
will be produced. 


AMMONIA TREATMENT OF 
RHEUMATISM. 


By Meriwetue Lewis, A.M., M.D., Lenoir’s, Tenn. 


Some months since, quite a stir was 
made in the journals on the above men- 
tioned plan of treating rheumatism, and 
it was generally considered entirely new. 
Every one will no doubt remember that 
it was claimed that a few six drop doses 
of aqua ammonia would relieve a case 
of rheumatism in the course of six or 
twelve hours. 

In the winter of 1873, (February) | 
was treating a case of sub-acute articular 
rheumatism in the person of an oid lady. 
I sent her a prescription of iodide of 
potassium and tincture of aconite, di- 
recting twenty drops to be taken every 
three hours. Volatile liniment was also 





| ordered for rubbing the joints. By 





some strange mistake, the messenger, 
her son, reversed the method of using 
the prescription, so as to give her twenty 
drops of the liniment, while rubbing 
was vigorously carried on with the iodide 
and aconite. 

Seeing her in a few days, I found her 
entirely well; and although enthusiastic 
in praises of the ‘‘hartshorn”’ she had 
been taking, she nevertheless pro- 
nounced it to be the ‘‘most abominable 
stuff she had ever tasted.” On enquiry 
I found that her improvement begar 
soon after taking the first dose. Only 
three doses were taken that day, and 
one the next. 

I was too wise to explain that thert 


a i i 


at i, ian 


san. 
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had been any mistake, but per contra, 
profiting by it, I have since used the 
aqua ammonia in a few suitable cases of 
rheumatism, and so far, with most flat- . 
tering success. 

In conclusion, I would suggest that 
the remedy is worthy of atrial; and I 


do not doubt but that others will meet | 


with equal success ia its employment. 
THE TREATMENT OF WOUNDS. 


By Samson GAMGEE, Esy., F. ht. S., Edin., Surgeon 
to the Queen’s Hospital, Birmingham. 





| 
} 
i 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


| instructions 


edges of the wounds together, is the ad- 
mirable preparation introduced in 1867 
by my friend Dr. B. W. Richardson. 
(Styptic colloid, as prepared after the 
of Dr. Richardson, by 


| Messrs. Robbiins & Co, of Oxford 


street, is produced by saturating ether 
entirely with tannin and a colloidal sub- 


_ stance, xyloidine, or gun-cotton, a little 


| ed.) 


[ We generally learn most about princi- | 
ples of treatment from the simplest | 
| body. 


cases. A ‘‘little old gentleman” con- 
sulted Mr. Gamgee on account of a cys- 
tic tumor about the size of a hen’s egg, 
in the right temporal region. | 


tincture of benzoin being finally admix- 
In removing the styptic colloid 
dressing, common water should be scru- 
pulously avoided, and a mixture of alco- 
hol and ether employed, or equal parts 
of absolute alcohol and distilled water, 
warmed to a little above the heat of the ~ 


It has been noted that the dressing 


' was not touched for five days after the 


The skin was very red, tense, and | 
painful, and the hat, though a very soft | 
one, was worn with much difficulty. Af- | 


ter transfixing 
through the base, and peeling out the 
two halves of the cyst, with its bread- 
sauce-like contents, I dried the interior 
of the wound with a fine sponge. 


the growth vertically | 


| operation. Once divided parts—be they 


hard or soft, bones or muscles, skin or 
nerves—are adjusted with a view to 
union, the less they are disturbed the 
better. 

A case illustrating the same principles, 
though ona somewhat larger scale, is 


' that of C. H., aged forty-three, who 


The | 


edges were then very accurately approx- | 


imated, and kept so with a few strips of 
lint soaked in styptic colloid. A few 
turns of bandage completed the dress- 
ing. When I removed it, at the end of 
five days, there was not a drop of dis- 
charge, adhesion was perfect, and af- 
forded a simple but complete illustration 


ing wounds—to secure direct union. All 
that is visible of the cicatrix is a very 
fine, pinkish line, extending upwards 
about two inches from the right ear. 
Please to note—firstly, that the wound 
was thoroughly dried witha fine sponge; 


parts were not disturbed until the fifth 
day, when union was complete and solid. 
Drenching wounds with water¥during 


an operation, and washing them with it | 
Water favors | 


afterwards, are mistakes. 


decomposition, which is the enemy of 
healing action. 


was lately in Ward 5, whose right breast 
I removed on the 20th of May, witha 
small hard gland from the correspond- 
ing axilla. Of the operation, it only 


| need be said that, according to my usual 


practice, I cut down upon the sternal 
origin of the great pectoral and dissect- 
ed it clean, so as to make sure of thor- 


_ ough removal of the dieased mass. I 
of the surgeon’s first intention in treat- | 


am convinced that many so-called rapid 
recurrences of cancer are only growths 
of pieces left behind, and that ¢horough- 
ness is the very essence of success in ex- 
tirpation of malignant growths. After 
removal of the breast, the edges of the 


- wound were neatly brought together by 
secondly, styptic colloid was used to | 
keep the edges in contact; thirdly, the » 


The styptic colloid, used to keep the | 


numerous points of silver suture, and 
dressed with a layer of fine cotton wool, 
and over it picked oakum. An evenly 
compressing bandage was then applied 
around the chest, and made to include 
the arm and hand in the flexed position 
so as to fix them immovably to the side. 
The first night the temperature rose to 
101.3°, but it never rose afterwards 
above LOO’, 
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The wound was first dressed at the 
end of the fifth day after the operation. 
A great part of it being healed by the 
first intention, a large number of the 
sutures were removed, and strips of ad- 
hesive plaster applied so as to keep the 
edges in apposition ; a pledget of oakum 
with a compressing bandage completed 
the dressing. On June Ist, the remain- 
ing sutures were removed. The wound 
was then nearly all healed, and the same 
dressing applied. On June 3d (four- 
teenth day after the operation), the en- 
try on the card is, ‘‘ Patient dressed (as 
before), and sent home well.” 

The points in this case to which I wish 
to direct your attention are—(a) the 
numerous sutures; (4) the cotton wool 
and picked oakum dressing ; (c) the com- 
pressing bandage; (d) the rare dress- 
ing. 

Metallic sutures so very rarely cause 
any irritation, that they may be inserted 
very near each other with impunity. 
Sutures far apart, with gaping intervals, 
are comparatively useless. If the cut 
surfaces are to adhere they must be 
brought into contact and kept there, and 
for this purpose metallic sutures, half an 
inch apart, or even less, are most effica- 
cious. I often apply intervening strips 
of lint soaked in styptic colloid, but in 
this case only placed over the wound a 
layer of fine cotton wool, and a pledget 
of picked oakum. The best cotton wool 
for surgical dressings is that sold for 
jewelers in thin sheets, about eighteen 
inches by twelve, with alternate layers 
of tissue-paper. You will often see 
claims of priority for cotton wool dress- 
ing. Ido not pretend to say who first 
introduced it, but the credit of gen- 
eralizing its application in the treat- 
ment of a great variety of surgical in- 
juries chiefly belongs to Burggraeve, of 
Ghent. 

It has been recorded that the breast 
case was only dressed three times, in the 
fortnight which elapsed between the op- 
eration and the patient’s discharge, in 
accordance with the principle of infre- 
quent dressing, of the minimum of dis- 
turbance to insure the maximum of rest, 
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dwelt upon in the preceding case, and 
equally borne out by those to be pres- 
ently brought to your notice. To the 
same end the smoothly and lightly com- 
pressing bandage round the chest very 
powerfully contributed. Of all surgical 
agencies, none so beneficent as compres- 
sion, none requiring more delicate man- 
ipulation, none so inadequately appreci- 
ated. Under a smooth and uniformly, 
while lightly-compressing bandage, ex. 
travasations of blood are absorbed, the 
healing action ts promoted, and a sooth- 
ing influence is exercised. There must 
be no constriction—only equable adapta- 
tion of surface to surface with the light 
pressure, which always comforts. There 
must be no squeezing like that of an old 
college friend’s hand when seen after 
long absence; such pressure as that, if 
continued, is intolerable constriction. 
The soothing surgical pressure is like 
that which you interchange with the 
hand of a lady, the pleasure of whose 
meeting is tempered by the respectful 
regard which she inspires. Your hand 
adapts itself to hers, and gently presses 
it wherever it can touch it, but nowhere 
squeezes it for fear of offending. Such 
pressure as that, when employed by the 
surgeon in the treatment of injuries, al- 
ways soothes and heals. 

To apply a nicely compressing band- 
age well, you must practice hundreds 
and hundreds of times, bearing in mind 
that in surgical, as in allart, the greatest 
results are often obtainable from the 
simplest means, provided they be em- 
played with the skill which can only re- 
sult from the most patient assiduity.— 
Lancet, Dec. 23, 1876, p. 885,—Braith- 
watte, 


FOREIGN BODIES IN THE EAR. 
Dr. C. J. Blake, of Boston, in a pa- 
per read befor the American Medical 
Association, said: 
‘Cases in which a foreign body is 
lodged in the external auditory canal 
call perhaps more than any other acci 


_ dents affecting this part of the organ of 
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hearing for the exercise of patience 
and skill, the want of which often en- 
tails serious injury to the deeper seat- 
ed and more delicate parts of the organ 
of hearing. Voltolini pithily says that 
the point of danger in the external au- 
ditory canal will do much less harm than 
injudicious attempts at its removal. The 
latter text-books decry any attempts 
made for the removal of foreign bodies 
from the ear that are not made with a 
full knowedge of the structure and rela- 
tions of the parts of the ear in question, 
of the character and location of the for- 
eign body, and of the various methods 
which may be employed for its removal. 
The paper here contains a brief review 
of the topography of the external ear. 
No attempt at removal should be made 
without proper and sufficient illumina- 
tion of the parts. The body of the 
membrana tympani is formed by two 
layers of fibrous tissue, the fibres of 
which are so arranged as to give it great 
strength and elasticity, but not sufficient 
strength to justify its use as a point of 
resistance in the attempt at instrumental 
removal of a foreign body which may 
be lodged against it. 

“Cases have come under the author's 
observation in which, for the want of 
an observance of these precautions, the 
membrana tympani had been ruptured, 
and the malleus torn away. In the ma- 
jority of cases, even including those in 
which the foreign body may be firmly 
impacted, the removal may be effected 
with little or no pain to the patient, the 
force used being expended upon the en- 
tire surface of the foreign body without 
using the walls of the canal or the mem- 
brana tympani as points of resistance, 
or indirectly upon the inner surface of 
the foreign body. Pain, as a rule, im- 
plies injury, which might be avoided by 
patient and delicate manipulation. Slight 
injury may entail serious consequences 
to the health of the patient. Since 
bodies which find their way into the ear 
\ary, the means employed for their re- | 
moval must therefore vary, and the | 
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of the surgeon and the means at his 
command, 

‘The cases which present the ¢ catest 
difficulties are those of hard bodies, 
such as stones, beads, buttons, and the 
like bodies liable to expand by the ab- 
sorption of moisture, such as beans and 
peas and impacted masses o' epidermis, 
which resent the action of water and 
offer no hold for the forceps or hook 

* Out of 2,574 cases examined during 
the past year, in the aural clinic of the 
Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear 
Infirmary, there were thirty cases of for- 
eign bodies; of this number fourteen 
were cases in which a bean, pea, kernel 
of corn, or similar substance, had been 
pushed into the ear. In six cases insects 
were removed ; and in one case the living 
larve: of the common blow-fly. In one 
of the common cases, a bean had re- 
mained ten weeks without causing irri- 
tation; in another, a small bean had 
been pushed into the middle-ear in con- 
sequence of a previous attempt at its 
extractton. Inthe majority of the cases 
the foreign body was removed by means 
of syringing with warm water, which 
possesses the advantage of permitting 
the application of the maximum of force 
with the minimum of danger, the force 
moreover being applied without the for- 
eign body. The object to be accom- 
plished in the use of the syringe is to 
establish a body of water between the 
foreign body and the membrani tympa- 
ni, connected by a slender column of 
water between the foreign body and the 
wall of the canal with the columa of 
water in the syringe, furnishing in this 
manner the elements of a_ hydraulic 
press. 

‘¢ Among the most simple procedures, 
that of Dr. Lowenberg, of Paris, may 
sometimes prove useful. This consists 
in the application of a camel’s-hair pen- 
cil, dipped in joiner’s glue, to the for- 
eign body, which should first be carefully 
dried by wiping with absorbing cotton. 
The glue is allowed to set, and the re— 
moval then effected.” —C/uicago Med. 


choice will depend upon the judgment | Journal and Examiner. 
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CASE OF TRAUMATIC TETANUS | 
—RECOVERY. 

MEDICAL SOCIETY, COUNTY 

BY G. A. EVANS, M.D, 


t 


READ BEFORE 
KINGS, N. Y,, 
Mr. Jenkins, aged thirty-five, born in 
England, married, machinist by occu- 
pation, well developed, and has always 
enjoyed gocd health. 

On Aug. 7th, 1876, while adjusting 
some heavy machinery, he accidently 
received a deep puncture in the outer 
side of the middle third of his right leg, 
from a shaft of steel which tapered 
abruptly and irregularly to a point. Its | 
extraction by a fellow-workman was fol. 
lowed by a protrusicn of fat and muscle, 
together with ‘profuse hemorrhage. 

Aug. 23 Patient consulted me 
about pain in ‘his epigastrium, stiffness 
of the muscles of mastication and deglu- 
tition, and general lassitude. I ordered | 
him to take two scruples of the bromide 
of potassium every hour for eight doses, 
and applied about twenty small blisters 
along his spine with cantharidal collo- 
dion. 

Aug. 26th: Called to see patient, ac- 
companied by Dr. J. H. Hunt. The 
wound was in good granulating condi- 
tion, general muscular rigidity had per- 


manently established itself, clonic spasms | 
occasionally occur, the pharyngeal and | 
respiratory muscles are but slightly | 


ai.ected, intellect clear, patient rational 
and very cheerful. I ordered him to 
take twenty two minim doses of the 
tincture of cannabis indica every hour 
(equal to one grain of the purified ex- 
tract.) 

Aug. 27th: No change in his condi- 
tion. 

Aug. 28th: Patient the same; dose 
ot cannabis indica increased to thirty 
minims. 


Avg. 29th: Patient’s condition re- | 
Up to this date he | 


mains unchanged. 
was been able to get an occasional nap. 
The appetite has remained good, not- 
thstanding his inability to take other 
an liquid food, and through a tube. 
He knows the gravity of his situation, 


a distressing nausea. 


but feels sastidune of recovery. , dis. 
continued giving him cannibas indica, 


_ and decided to try the nitrite of amyl, 
| which I ordered to be taken on sugar in 


five minim doses every three hours until 


| my return. 


Aug. 30th: I was informed that “after 
he had taken the first dose, clonic 
spasms, which, up to this time, had 
occasioned comparatively no discomfort, 
developed to an alarming extent.” 
Tonic rigidity has become more marked, 
the characteristic sardonic expression 
has appeared to a noticeable degree, the 
ability to sleep has disappeared, and his 
previous good appetite has given way to 
Considering this 
affection among the opprobria of medical 
art, I determined to give the nitrite of 
amy] still further trial. Accordingly, I 
ordered ten minims to be given every 
third hour. 

I saw the patient again in the even- 
ing, and finding him rapidly sinking, | 
gave an experimental dose of twenty 
minims of the nitrite of amyl on sugar, 
as a last trial, for the exposure of its 
much-vaunted efficacy in this affection, 
and watched for the result. 

As far as this case was concerned, the 


| drug not only proved itself useless to 


benefit, but demonstrated its ability to 
hasten a fatal termination by its increas- 
ing tonic and clonic contractions, both 
in force and frequency. Opisthotonos 
disappeared, only to give place to em- 
prosthotonos. So violent were the 
paroxysms, that it was impossible to 
confine him to any given part of the 
room. Vomiting and the involuntary 
passage of faecal matter contributed to 
his general torment ; spasmodic respira- 
tion occasioned a marked degree of 
cyanosis of the face and neck. The re- 
lation between cause and effect was so 
apparent to the relatives, that they pro- 
tested against my further using the drug. 
I abandoned its further administration, 
_ convinced that I had taken away my 
| patient’s chances (slight as I considered 
| them) of recovery. The tincture cat 

nabis indica was ordered to be given 

him in thirty minim doses every hour 
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Aug, 31st: Patient improved in every 
respect. Hie has had seven hours’ un- 
broken sle eR | the z ippetite has returned, 
ypisthotonos and cimprosthotonos have 
almost entircly disappeared, clonic 
spasms stil pes. but i are less in force 
and frequency. Tincture cannabis indi- 
ca, forty minims every hour. 

Sept. Ist: Improvement continues. 

Sept. 2d: Tctanic spasms increasing 
in force and frequency, opisthotonos 
again developing, appetite disappearing; 
patient has had ne oslcep since y raagees 
An examination of the bottle in which 
the medicine was kept mentee ‘that 
the cannabis indica had precipitated on 
its sides.” A fresh supply was ordered. 

Sept. 3d: Patient still continues to 
grow worse. very muscle seems to 
be affected with clonic spasms; general 
tonic rigidity has endured since the 
beginning, but docs not disturb him 
except n, deglutition and 
respiration ; He has hac no sleep since 
day before yesterday, and has eaten 
nothing. Another examination of the 
medicine proved that the cannabis indica 
has again precip:tated from the syrup 
with which it ha id seen prescribed. The 
pure tincture was ordered to be given 
in forty minir: doses every hour. 

Sept. 5d, evening: Appetite has re- 
turned, patient taxes food ravenously ; ; 
he has had two hours’ sleep and is quite 
cheerful; otherwise his condition ismuch 
the same as it was tis morning. Dose 
of beam can. ogi indica increased to 


= ef hour. 





In Mm 1aStiCall 





“Sept. 4th: 
cheerful; has 
clonic spasms still 


Aanelite good, patient 
had three hours’ 
continue, but not 
so severe. ‘Tincture cannabis indica, 
eighty-cight minims every hour. 

Sept. 4th, evening: br. H. I. Wil- 
liams callec with me. Clonic spasms 
much less in ‘orce than they were this 
morning, 2 Pen good, patient cheer- 
ful ; has had four hours’ sleep. Tinct- 
ure cannabis inzica, ninety minims every 
hour, 

Sept. Stn: Contractions, tonic and 
clonic, much milder, appetite ravenous ; 
slept six 2ours. ‘Tincture cannabis 


Vaan ° 
SiCCDp 5 


indica, one hundred minims every hour. 

Sept. 6th: Improvement continues. 
The muscles of respiration cease to be 
affected. Patient is able to move his 
legs without provoking spasms. Tinc 
ture cannabis indica, one hundred and 
twenty-two minims every hour. 

Sept. 7th: Improved in every re- 
spect. Patient is acting very silly this 
morning, and is inclined to be witty at 
his own expense. Tinctvre cannabis 
indica was ordered to be taken in one 
hundred and thirty-two minim doses 
every hour (equal to 6 grs. of purified 
solid extract), in order to produce, if 
possible, that dreamy ecstasy so often 
described in the text-books. 

Sept. 8th: Patient complains of noth- 
ing except the inability to satisfy his 
appetite. His principal occupation since 
I saw him yesterday has been to tell 
silly and extravagant stories about him- 
self. Tonic rigidity is present toa slight 
extent only, clonic spasms have disap- 
peared. Tincture cannabis indica, sixty 
minims every hour. 

Sept. Sth: During the night patient 
experienced some severe clonic spasms 
of the muscles of the back. The nurse 
on her own responsibility increased the 
dose of the tincture to ninety minims, 
after which the spasms ceased to occur. 

Sept. llth: Patient sitting up. The 
wound has entirely healed by granula- 
tion. The tincture cannabis indica was 
given in ninety minim doses for a few 
days, when it was discontinued alto- 
gcther. 


POST PARTUM HEMORRHAGE. 


By J. Morrison, M.D., A.M., Member of 
the Council and Examiner on Chemistry 
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
of Ontario. 


Ticatuwent—\n a matter of so serious 
aaature and of such an alarming char- 
acter, the principles of treatment cannot 
be too well understood by the practi- 
tioner; hence the propriety of frequently 
calling the attention of the younger 
members of our profession, especially, 
to so important a subject. If the pla- 
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centa has been removed, or if it is par— 


tially adherent to the uterus, and the | 


organ in a state of inertia, introduce the 


of the fingers make firm and uniform 
pressure against the bleeding vessels, 
and with the other hand make counter 
pressure on the abdomen by friction or 
kneading. 
diately contract, without a moment’s 
delay, dash cold water suddenly on the 


sary. As soon as contraction is felt, 


time. 


possible by introducing the hand, if 
necessary, except when syncope has 
occurred with the formation of a clot. 
In such a case complete reaction must 


ing to remove it. These are the heroic 


but common sense measures on which 
we must depend in desperate cases, when 


it would be all but useless to place our 
dependence on remedies administered 
by the mouth. Much benefit may, 
however, be derived from the patient 
swallowing small pieces of ice, which by 
their action on the sympathetic system 
of nerves often bring on instantaneous 
contraction, In the external applica- 
tion of cold as a remedy in uterine hem- 
orrhage, we must bear in mind that 
when it is too long applied it becomes 
an in-excitor, and is also liable to bring 
on great prostration and coldness of the 
extremities. Warmth must then be 
applied, and some gentle stimulants, 
such as a little brandy and water, ad—- 
ministered, an alternation of heat and 
cold being in fact one of the most 
powerful excitors of the spinal cord. 

In perilous cases of hemorrhage, how- 
ever, cold will very seldom have to be 
applied long enough to lose its effect as 
an excitor of the uterine nerves, and, 
therefore, the alternation of heat and 
cold will be rarely called for. 

The position of the patient is also im- 


| in their action. 
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portant. The pillows should be re. 
moved from under the head, and the 





| hips elevated by raising the foot of the 
hand into the womb and with the back | 


bed. Perfect quiet should also be en- 


| joined—a measure not always attainable 
| under such circumstances. 
| remedies just mentioned—viz: cold and 
| pressure—there 
If the organ does not imme- | 


Besides the 


are several others 
which, though not so prompt and im- 
mediate in their action, must not be 


_ overlooked. Of these ergot and oil of 
abdomen, and repeat, should it be neces- | 


erigeron canadense hold the first place, 


_ One or the other of these medicines 
the placenta, if not previously delivered, | 
may be grasped with the hand until | 
both are expelled, friction and kneading | 
being applied externally in the mean- | 
If a portion of the placenta is | 
retained, it must be removed as soon as | 


should be administered as soon as prac- 
ticable after the birth of the child, as 
auxiliary means, and indeed profuse 
hemorrhage may, perhaps, be always 
warded off by their timely administra- 
tion. Ergot has lately been proved to 


_ owe its virtues to phosphoric acid, and, 
| it is said, on respectable authority, that 
| the acid alone will accomplish the same 
| results. 

be allowed to take place before attempt- | 


The other remedy, viz: the oil of 


| erigeron, is more certain than ergot, and 
| has a far wider range of application, it 
| being one of the most valuable remedies 


we possess in secondary hemorrhage 
and menorrhagia. 

Entire dependence should never be 
placed on either ergot or oil of erigeron, 
as they are by no means instantancous 
They require from five 
to twenty minutes before their effects 
become manifest, and in this time either 
death would ensue or the patient’s life 
be seriously jeopardized. As auxilliary 
means, however, they are most valuable, 
and should never be omitted. Both of 
these remedies will be found more effi- 
cacious when administered along with a 
few drops of tincture of capsicum, or in 
its absence with a little brandy. In 
secondary hemorrhage, and, indeed, in 
all hemorrhages from the uterus, our 
main reliance may be placed on the oil 
of erigeron. This is one of the reme- 
dies peculiar to our school of medicine, 
and if we had added no other remedy to 
thearmamentum of the physician, we 
would have deserved the everlasting 
gratitude of our race for having enriched 
the materia medica with a remedy which 
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has no superior in this class of hemor- 
thages. Notwithstanding its well 
known power to control both hemor- 
rhage and diarrhcea, it has not come into 
general use among all classes of practi- 
tioners, but like quinia, veratrum viride, 
and others, it will require about half a 
century before physicians of all schools 
will appreciate and acknowledge its 
virtues. Gossypium is another remeay 
which is said to possess considerable 
power in promoting uterine contraction, 
but from the difficulty in procuring a 
good preparation from the recent root, 
it is doubtful whether it will ever take 
the place of more efficient remedies, 

With regard to the injection of as- 
tringents and other irritating substances 
into the uterus in such cases, they will 
be found to be pernicious in their ten- 
dency and uncertain in their action. 
Electricity, too, though highly lauded 
by some authorities, cannot be readily 
applied, owing to the apparatus being 
rarely at hand, and evenif it were, death 
would occur before it could be applied. 

Another remedy which is still in use 
in some quarters, and is indeed a favorite 
remedy with those who persist in re- 
maining behind the age—the tampon— 
deserves to be only mentioned that it 
may be condemned. It can exercise no 
power in contracting the uterus, the 
primary object in view, but, on the con- 
trary, rather retards contraction by pre- 
venting the flow of blood through the 
vagina, and thus converts an external 
hemorrhage into an internal one, thereby 
deceiving the practitioner and most 
certainly destroying the patient. 

After the hemorrhage has been con- 
trolled, if the patient has lost much 
blood, she will be found frequently 
pulseless and with cold extremities—in 
fact in a state of great prostration. 
Under such circumstancesa little brandy, 
with or without tincture of opium, may 
be cautiously administered until the 
pulse returns and a general warmth to 
the extremities. These remedies may 
be also aided by applying warm flannels 
and bottles filled with warm water to the 
limbs. As soon as reaction is fully es- 











tablished the stimulants must be with- 
drawn and the patient’s strength sus- 
tained by such measures as the general 
circumstances of the case will indicate. 
For quieting the nervous system and 
mitigating the severity of after pains, 
there is nothing in the materia medica 
so efficacious as a decoction of scutel— 
laria. 

After profuse hemorrhage the patient 
will almost always complain of more or 
less headache and intolerance of light. 
Scutellaria will relieve these promptly. 








CASE OF MEMBRANOUS CROUP 
—NEW METHOD OF TREAT- 
MENT—RECOVERY. 





BY ALEXANDER FULTON, M.D., OF CON- 
SHOHOCKEN, PA. 

On the evening of the 22d of last 
month I was called in great haste to see 
a child of W. L. Found, complaint 
membraneous croup, of which the child 
was apparently dying; skin cold and 
clammy ; pulse rapid and thready; face 
pallid ; eyes sunken, half open and fixed, 
and the breathing very difficult, with that 
crowing noise so peculiar to the affec- 
tion; suffocation seemingly imminent. 

Having had a number of cases of this 
terrible disease, all of which proved 
fatal, notwithstanding careful treatment 
according to our text books, I deter— 
mined putting into effect a new proce— 
dure, which I had contemplated doing 
in the very next case that presented 
itself, viz.: I introduced my little finger 
into the child’s mouth, over the tongue, 
until the epiglottis was reached, then 
pushed it into the larynx, as I supposed, 
and still forward, whether between or 
beyond the vocal cords I do not know. 
Directly the child took violent fits of 
spasmodic coughing, followed immedi-— 
ately by the elimination of large mouth- 
fuls of membranous exudation—very 
ropy—could be drawn llke the white of 
an egg, The result was, the child on 
the very threshhold of death, became 
animated ; the complexion almost nat- 
ural; the eyes that were half opened 
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and the breathing 


and fixed, opened ; 
Kelief was expe— 


became less difficult. 


rienced until the next morning, when 
another paroxysm threatened. Again 


I went through the same procedure, 
followed by the same good result, and 
prescribed the following, as recommend- 
ed by Dr. Thomas Drysdalé in a former 
issue of the Aefporter: 


R, Pulv. potass: chlor., — dr.ij 
Syrup limon, f.07.] 
Aquzx, f.oz.iij. M. 


Sig.—a teaspoonful every hour, 
Convalescence ensued, with complete 
recovery.--Medicaland Surgical Reporter. 


BRACE. 


A RESPIRATORY 





Dr. Geo. F. French, of Portland, Me., 
has devised (Boston Aedical and Surgical 
Journal) a very useful appliance for the 
relief of orthopncea. It consists, as will 
be seen from the accompanying cuts 
(Figs. 1 and 
2), of a cross- 
bar, from the 





















which hang 
strong elastic 
webbing for 


the shoulders, 
The broad 
band — encir 

cling the head 
s steadied by 
guys stretch- 
ging across on 
Fboth sides to 
the upright 


elastic sup- 
ports. The 
Fic. 1. apparatus is 


suspended by a pulley or ring from the 
ceiling. Fig 1 represents a patient rest- 
ing with the brace applicd under the 
shoulders. Whenever, from the help- 
lessness or weight of the patient, or 
from the tedious duration of the case, 
the circulation in the arm is impeded, 
the support should be afforded by the 


extremities of 


two loops of 


the support of 
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clbows, as in Fic. 2, in which the en. 
tire pressure i 

comes upon I! 

the outside of 
the forearm. 
Usually, how- 
ever, the de- 
eree of press 
ure under the 
arms requisite 
un a 
person who is 
sitting is inst if: 
ficient to inter- 
fere ne thet 
circulation. 
The utilility of 
the apparatus 
can hardly be 
questioned. £ 
Lhe thorax ” 
being slung as 


to sustz 


ALS. ae 
a] 


it Were by the arm-pits, and the head 
properiy steadied, muscu.ar fatigue is 
prevented, the volun‘ary7 and involuntary 


respiratory muscies have the best possi- 


ble chance to act, anc the patient is 
supported in an easy sitting position for 
sleep. Aside from this, the apparatus 


an be adapted to every case in which it 
is necessary to? afford an efectual and 
comfortable sit create and relieve 
the upper pertion of the body from the 
we cht of the should lers and head. 


Me rcal f Rece 1G. 
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NOTE ON THE TREATMENT OF 
RUPTURE OF TEE LIGAMED- 
TUM PATELLA: 

By JomN CHIENE, Esq., Assistant-Surgeor 


linburgh Royal Infirmary, 


J. F., aged forty-four, was cumitted to 
the Surgical Clinical Wards on the sth 
of September, isis, Ke limped into 
the hospital, complaining that something 
had given way in his knee. I 
stated that, short!y before his admission. 
in going down a ladder his right foot 
caught on the last step, and that he fell 
forwards, his right leg bending under 
him. On examining th: the nature 
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of the accident was at once evident. 
The patella lay on the anterior surface 
of the femur above the condyles; there 
was a distinct gap between the patella 
and the tubercle of the tibia. The lig- 


amentum patellx could not be felt. The 
patient could not extend his leg. 


Treatment.— An oblong piece of strone 
extension plaster, large enough to cover 
the anterior and lateral aspects of the 
thigh, was heated, and fixed in position 
by means of aroller bandage. It was 
shaped so as to embrace the patella, and 
to its distal corners, on cither side of the 
knee-joint, two pieces of strong iudia- 
rubber tubing, eight inches in length, 
were attached by tapes. The limb was 
then laid ona posterior splint with foot- 
piece, and slung in the inclined position 
to a wire cradle. The india-rubber tubing 
was fastened by means of tapes to’ the 
footpiece, and tightened sufficiently to 
bring the patella to its normal position. 
The elasticity of the india-rubber re- 
lieved the feeling of rigidity, and its 
contractility counteracted any loosening 
of the apparatus due to stretching of the 
tapes or slipping of the plaster. 

The patient was in bed eight weeks. 
The plaster required renewal once. He 
never had any uneasiness from the appa- 
ratus, and was discharged on the 4th of 
November with firm union. Measure- 
ment from the upper border of the pa- 
tella to the tubercule of the tibia was 
four inches on both limbs. On the 3d 
of January, 1877, the patient was shown 
at the Medico-Chirurgical Society, with 
complete restoration of flexion and ex- 
tension at the knee-joint. The measure- 
ment from the upper border of the pa- 
tella to the tubercle of the tibia was 
now 43 inches, slight stretching of the 
newly tormed material having taken 
place since 4th November. 

I have also used this simple method 
inacase of fracture of the patella with 
an equally satisfactory result, simply 
drawing the upper fragment down to the 
lower, and applying nothing to fix or 
push uy or fragment. — Eandurgh 
Medical Journal, February, 1877, p. 708, 





ABSTRAC TS AND GLEANINGS, 


Menorause.—Wm. Pepper, M.D., in 
University of Pennsylvania Clinic, re- 
marks: Ovulation fixes woman’s place 
inthe animal economy. With the act of 
menstruation is wound up the whole es- 
sential character of hersystem. At the 

‘change of life’”’ we recognize a trans- 
formation in woman’s moral, emotional 
and sexual character. There is no pe- 
riod of life, except that of early child- 
hood, in which such peculiar conditions 


| arise. 


Let us consider the symptoms in or- 
der. 

I. Hemorrhages.--Some mode of es- 
tablishing an equilibrium is necessitated 
upon the stoppage of the natural men- 
strual flow. The circulatory fluid is in 
excess and must find some vent, hence 
piles,copius epistaxis, heematemesis, and 
hemoptysis as resultants. 

Il. Dyspeptte Symptoius.—These are 
very varied, troublesome and hard to 
relieve. Women at this time are apt to 
overeat themselves. The same amount 
of blood-making food is consumed, and 
less blood is needed. Therefore, we 
find (1) actual indigestion, or (2) pleth- 
ora. There is, in the first case, marked 
predominar.ce of gastric nervous symp- 
toms, such as heartburn, gastralgia and 
acidity, headache, disturbed vision and 
pains over the body, paroxysms of neu- 
ralgia, it may be. Vomiting is not com- 
mon. keflex disturbances, such as 
fixed pains in the head, are usual, . The 
tongue is large and flabby, the liver con- 
gested and inactive. The complexion 
and conjunctiva may be sallow. Erup- 
tions, such as acne, and crops of pim- 
ples arise. The bowels are torpid, and 

so a chronic catarrh of the intestines 
may be setup. The second set of symp- 
toms are connected--the assimilation of 
organic matter into the blood. It may 
add to the mass of the blood and devel- 
op plethora, or it may form a low grade 
of tissue and cause obesity. Such per- 
sons suffer from a great sense of fullness 
and pulsation. The vesseis of the head 
and neck beat and throb, particularly on 
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bending down; there is giddiness and 
possibly confusion of mind and loss of 
memory. The pulse is full, hard,sound- 
ing and slow; the urine high colored, 
and contains an excess of organic raat- 
ter. There may be oppression of the 
chest and fulness at the base of the 
brain. Polysarcacomes on. The woman 
increases to double her former weight 
in the course of a few years. 


Ill. Moral and Emotional Changes.—- 
Women may become raving maniacs 
until the balance is restored. They grow 
nervous, fidgety, petulant, and hard to 
get on with. They indulge occasion- 
ally in the most peculiar and unnatu- 
ral freaks. 

IV. Disturbances of Circulation.--Pal- 
pitation and functional derangements are 
common. The pulse is frequent and 
irregular; there is often violent dyspnoea. 
No valvular murmur or hypertrophy 
exist. 

V. Latent disposition to disease is 
exceedingly likely to be roused and be- 
come evident at this time. This is par- 
ticularly the case with gout. The lithic 
acid diathesis is very common in this 
country, though gout is rare. The 
nitrogenous matters are only carried to 
the stage of uric or lithic acid, and these 
circulate in the blood, taking the form 
of calculi, and being deposited in the 
glands. All the conditions necessary to 
the uric acid diathesis are met with in 
the mencpause. Such women are very 
likely to have gravel in the urine, thick- 
enings about the joints, etc.,etc. Other 
constitutional affections, such as cancer, 
phthisis, may also make their appearance 
now. 


As regards diagnosis, it is only neces- 
sary to note the age of the patient, the 
menstrual irregularities, and the absence 
of any other cause for her disease. 


The prognosis is generally favorable if 
the proper medicinal, moral, and hygi- 
enic treatment be employed. Other- 
wise softening of the brain, a perma- 
nently congested liver, diseases of the 
heart, and often incurable constitutional 











affections, are the inevitable conse. 


quences. 


As regards treatment. The diet must 
be restricted, and all stimulating foods 
avoided, though the patient may feel 
weak and indisposed to exertion. Al 
cohol, organic foods and fats are to be 
strictly forbidden. Sc, also, with but- 
ter, meat and fried food. What is eaten 
should be light and digestible. Moral 
suasion is of essentialimportance. Ex- 
plain to the patient the change she is 
going through, and so gain her confi- 
dence. Exercise, fresh air, sunlight, 
gymnastic pursuits, bathing, and horse- 
back riding are the chief hygienic indi 
cations. If the patient be feeble, with 
a tendency to tuberculous diathesis, be 
careful how you put her on an exhaust- 
ing treatment. Where the liver is con- 
gested,occasional moderate doses of blue 
pills are of benefit—3-5 grains once eve- 
ry fourteendays. Ihave seen the most 
wonderful results obtained under this 
treatment, especially if there be an ex- 
cess of lithic acid in the blood, as shown 
by the red brickdust sediment in the 
urine. Some patients cannot take blue 
pills without salivation, so never give 
more than two grains at a time, followed 
by a saline. If calomel is not borne, 
Epsom or Rochelle salts may be substi- 
tuted. So some bitter waters may be 
drunk after breakfast. For the nervous 
symptoms the bromides are the best 
remedies. Assafcetida and valerian are 
also useful. I have had very excellent 
results from two-grain doses of the mon- 
obromide of camphor, taken every two 
hours until ten grains have been in- 
gested. Drycups, mustard plasters, and 
blisters are of value as local applications, 
The symptoms of circulatory disturb- 
ances are to be best combated with dig- 
italis. If, however, there be marked 
plethora, with a heavy, driving pulse, 
aconite or veratrum viride may be em- 
ployed. For the indigestion the diet 
should be carefully studied. Sometimes 
the alkalies and nervines are needed on 
account of the peculiar accompanying 
pains. The following formula is reliable: 
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Acid. hydrocyan dil......gtt. i. 
Sodz bicarb......... socee QT. Me 
Tinct, valeriani........ ... fl dr, 4 
Zingiberis syrupi......... ett. xl. 
PUM anne se -ncnnervnsedss fl. oz. iij. 


S. In water, thrice daily. | 

Lithia, being a fixed alkali and good | 
diuretic, is often employed with advan- | 
tage. It has a tendency to eliminate the 
urates from the blood. The benzoate, 
carbonate or citrate of lithia are also 
employed. Where there is presumably 
a tendency to the development of some 
latent constitutional affection, it should, 
if possible, be anticipated and aborted. 
—Medical Record. 


AMPUTATION OF THE AkM BY MEANS 
oF THE Exastic LiGATuRE. — In the 
Lyon Medicale this operation is re- 
corded as performed by Prof. O. G. 
Silvestri, of Vicenza. Surgeons natur- 
ally hesitate to perform resection or am- 
putation in cases of white swelling of 
the knee or elbow. The process not be- 
ing arrested on account of inadequate 
remedial measures, the patient loses 
strength, and becomes extremely emaci- 
ated; it is at this period of the disease 
that the operation is usually performed, 
though the general condition of the pa- 
tient would almost contraindicate any 
active interference. 

Silvestri, who first introduced the elas- 
tic compression known under the name 
of ‘‘Esmarch’s method,” has proposed 
the employment of the elastic ligature 
in the above cases, and has published a 
case in which the result was most grati- 
fying. It was that of a young man, 
twenty-two years old, of a scrofulous 
constitution, who for six months had 
suffered from caries of the sixth, seventh, 
eighth and ninth ribs, in their convexi- 
ties; there was complete caries of the 
left elbow-joint, and the right hand was 
threatened with the same condition. 
There were high fever, colliquative 
sweats, and diarrhoea, which would yield 
to no treatment; absolute anorexia, in- 
tense pains in the elbow, and extreme 
emaciation. Though the condition 


| 


| whole diameter. 





of the elbow-joint indicated an opera- 











tion, the feebleness of the patient con- 


traindicated it. But, as the patient was 
urgent to have something done, Silves~ 
tri, with the consent of his colleagues, 
resolved to apply the elastic ligature. 
On the 8th of May, 1874, accordingly, 
the patient’s arm, below the insertion of 
the deltoid, was enveloped with a gum- 
elastic band, about two millimetres in 
diameter, and covered with silk thread. 
Twenty turns of the band were made, 
the latter being always kept in its great- 


-est extension, and the two ends were 


tied with a silk band. The patient re- 
ceived seven and a_ half grammes of 
chloral, which produced sleep. No pain 
was experienced. The pressure exer- 
cised, calculated according to the elas- 
ticity of the band, was equal to twenty 
one killogrammes at each point, conse- 
quently forty-two killogrammes for the 
The pulse, at time of 
operation, was 100; five hours after, 
112; and six hours after, 100, There 
was no fever on the following day; the 
sweats and diarrhoea ceased, and the ap- 
petite returned. Milk diet was ordered, 
under which the patient soon began to 
gain flesh. 

Gradually the bands penetrated the 
soft tissues, and at the same time lost 
their parallelism. The circumference of 
the arm, where the bands were applicd, 
was cighteen centimetres at the time of 
operation ; four days after, it was eleven 
centimetres; six days after,ten and a 
half centimetres, and ten centimetres on 
the 26th of May. On the evening of 
May 2%th, it was found to be nine and 
one-quarter centimetres, and on June 3d 
it was reduced to eight centimetres. 

On June 18th the arms and bands-fell 
off spontancously, the process having 
lasted forty days. The stump, in its 
upper portion, had cicatrized. The re- 
maining portion was dressed with dry 
lint. The further course of the case was 
favorable. 

The author draws the following con- 
clusions : 

1. The compression exercised inter- 
cepts all communication between the 
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limb and the rest of the waeis the mor- 
bid material from the seat of the disease 
cannot, therefore, enter the circulation ; 
furthermore, drainage from the morbid 
foycr ceases. 

There is no loss of blood, 

Cicatrization takes place 
and the patient bears it casily. 

1. The patient’s forces are 
mized, 

The author does not hesitate to em- 
ploy this method in all those cases 
where the general condition of the pa— 
tient offers no prospect of success to the 
performance of a bloody operation.—V. 


Y. Medical Journal. 


VALUE OF SMALL Doses oF Murpicine 
FREQUENTNY REPEATED.—We cull from 
the J/cdical Record the foilowing pra.- 
tical items, from a paper rea ad ~ before 
the New York Jfedica! Jou Associa- 
tion, by Dr. Henry Dessau: 

Vomitine 1x Citipren —In the treat- 
ment of vomiting in children, whether 
due to stomach and intestinal disorder, 
or as a complication of seeaiitite, fol- 
lowing the recommendation of Rit os 
I have found the administration of drop 
doses of the wine of ipecac, repeated 
every hour, act with the greatest suc- 
cess in checking the vomiting. It also 
appears to exert a curative effect upon 
the diarrhoea of children when attended 
with vomiting, especially that form 
where the stools resemble those of dys- 
entery. But the vomiting is the symp- 
tom that is most markedly benefitted. 
I recall the case of a little patient at the 
New York Foundiing Asylum, suffering 
from a severe attack of croupous pneu- 
monia, where the stomach was so irrita- 
ble for the first two days of the attack 
that not even a spoonful of toast-water 
would remain. This condition, of course, 
prevented the retention of any remedics, 
but after the first dose of a drop of wine 
of ipecac given in toast-water, the nurse 
reported that the vomiting entirely 
ceased and did not return. The reme- 
dy was, however, continued for two days 
longer. [requently, where other rene 
dies would not be retained in the vomit 
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io of children sufferiag from acute 
gastro-intestinal catarrh, the drop dose 
of wine of ipecac, given in toast-water 
or the mother’s milk, would remain and 
quict the stomach to reccive other reme 
dies, and, most important of all, the 
mother’s milk. 

VoMITING AFTER DEBAUCH.— In the 
vomiting sometimes following a debauch, 
ompecially in women, of which I have 


secr several severe cases, drop doses of 


lowler’s solution of arsenic, hourly re- 
peated, appeared to act like a charm. 
This remedy is also highly recommended 


by Ringer ‘in the morning vomiting of 


drunkards, where this symptom is indi- 
cative of a chronic affection of the gas- 
tric mucous membrane. Here the dose 
is not so frequently repeated, however, 
a drop of the solution given three times 


daily, before meals, being sufficiently 
ofien. Where there is a discust for food 
ofien. Where tiere 18 a ¢ iSPust fOr food, 


in addition to the morning vomiting, in 
these cases of chronic alcoholism, I have 
used a combination of a drop of Fow- 
ler’s solution of arsenic and from three 
to five drops S tincture of capsicum, 
civen before meals three times daily 
with good success. 

Vomitinc In Putritsts.—In the vomit 
ing which often ae ites puthisis pul 
nonalis and its all ied affection, chronic 
arOnicnitts, independent of that brought 
on by the cough, it is of the utmost im- 
portance to be possessed of a reliable 
remedy to check it. The power of the 
stomach to retain its contents is here the 
only hope of any chance to strengthen 
and build up the general system, and so 
enable it to resist the encreachments of 
the disease-action. Mercover, the fre- 
quent attacks of vomiting tend to exhaust 
and weaken an already fecble organism, 
and to hasten dissolution. It is almost 
astonishing to observe with what happy 
success small doses of alum, say from 
three to five grains, given in solution 
with some aromatic water, as cinnamon 
for instance, acts here. 

PRONCHITIS OF CHILDREN.—There is 
a form of bronchitis seen amongst chil- 
where a large number of coarse 
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with an asthmatic quality of cough. The 
wheezing is the symptom that the 
mother is more likely to complain of, 
and together with the cough, is most in- 
tense at night, both almost entirely dis- 


mucous rales produce loud wheezing | 


appearing during the day. Such cases | 
very readily yield in my praetice under | 


the use of tartar emetic, given in solu- 
tion in the proportion of a grain to the 
pint of water. 
spoonful is given every one or two hours, 


Of this solution a tea- | 


with the best results, sometimes, accord- | 
_ should be prepared first each time by 
boiling a small quantity of rice or barley 


ing to Ringer, relieving the noisy wheez- 
ing after one or two doses. 

Often in children we find a catarrh of 
the bronchial and intestinal mucous 
membranes, either coexisting or alterna- 
ting with each other. When such a 
condition persists after the employment 
of the ordinary household remedies,tartar 
emetic, in the same doses of the solu- 
tion just before mentioned, hourly re- 
peated, will check both catarrhs without 
the use of further treatment. This plan 
is, at least, an advantage over the usual 
one of prescribing separately for the 
cough and diarrhcea. I am indebted to 
Ringer for the suggestions of the fore- 
going treatments. 


ALIMENTATION OF INFANTS WHILE SUF- 
FERING FROM INTESTINAL CATARRH.-— 
Prof. Demme, of Berne, believes that 
cow's or goat’s milk should not be given 


at all to infants who are suffering from 
intestinal catarrh. It appears in the 
passages in the form of coagulated, un- 
digested masses. The affection prevents 
the formation or the normal action of 


the gastric ferment, and the milk, in | 


traversing the digestive canal, acts as a 
foreign body, which irritates the mucous 
membrane, undergoes a putrid fermen- 
tation, and causes the continued forma- 
tion of watery, putrid discharges. As 
a tule, human milk does not exert these 
unpleasant effects. Condensed milk is 
less injurious than cow’s milk, although 
the large quantity of sugar it contains 
favors fermentation and decomposition. 
In the Hopital Jenner, infants ‘affected 








SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 274 


with acute intestinal catarrh are nour- 
ished in the following way: 

Twice a day from a quarter of a pound 
to a pound of beef is deprived of fat, 
cut up into fine pieces. infused for an 
hour in a quart and a half of cold water, 
and then boiled down to a quarter of its 
previous bulk; it is then set aside for a 
while, the fat skimmed off, and the re- 
mainder filtered and set aside to cool 
completely. It is given cold, in small 
quantities, every two or three hours, and 
mixed with barley or rice water, which 


in water for a few minutes. When the 
children are very thirsty, the rice or 
barley water is given in the intervals 
without sugar. When they refuse to 
take the water and bouillon, Professor 
Demme resorts at once to albuminous 
water. This is prepared by beating up 
the whites of one or two eggs, and then 


_ adding water in small quantities at a 


time, while the mixture is being gently 
stirred. In this way a well mixed fluid 
is obtained, which is mucilaginous and 
tasteless, and is readily taken by the 
children. For infants from one to ten 
weeks of age, Prof. Demme orders for 
the bouillon from a quarter to a half 
pound of meat per diem. One, two or 
three whites of eggs, according to the 
age of the patient, suffice for from half 
a pint to a pint and a half of water, 
which quantity may be administered 
daily. When the patients begin to lose 
strength, he gives from five to thirty 
drops of the purest cognac from three 
to five times a day. When, in the cases 
of older children, it is deemed advisa- 
ble to continue the use of milk, it is 
diluted with rice or barley we -r. He 
has given up the use of grated raw meat 
in acute intestinal catarrh of infants. 
With regard to medicinal treatment, 
Prof. Demme has found that the profuse 
serous diarrhceas yield readily to very 
small doses of calomel (gr. 1-20 to 1-10) 
and opium (gr. 1-100 to 1-35) every two 
or three hours. Sometimes has had 
recourse with advantage to nitrate of 
silver, with glycerine and a small quan- 




















SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 


tity of opium. He leaves out the opium | six or eight doses; when I give more 


when possible, because it lessens the 
strength of the patients. He believes 
that tannin, bismuth, the vegetable as- 
tringents, etc., only irritate the mucous 
membrane and prolong the affection. 
The above plan of nourishment is as 
applicable for the chronic as for the 
acute form of intestinal catarrh. In the 
former, Mr. Demme has found the con- 
tinued use of a!buminous water and 
cognac to be especially valuable ——Ga- 
sette Obstetricale, April 5, 1877. 


Dose and Mope or ADMINISTERING 
NITRATE OF SILVER.—Many years since 
I began to administer this remedy, giv- 
ing a grain in an ounce of pure water 
in the morning before breakfast, for 
chronic inflammation of the stomach 
and bowels. fF have continued it with 
the most gratifying results in dyspepsia, 
with its various morbid symptoms. As 
I don’t weigh it any longer, I have given, 
no doubt, one anda half grains per dose 
at times; I have weighed five grains and 
divided it into four doses, often. I find 
it sometimes vomits, sometimes purges 
actively, and sometimes produced no 
decided sensation. But it is the best 
alterative and tonic to the mucous mem- 
branes of the stomach and bowels I have 
ever tried. I give it alone for that. I 
generally give a dose every other morn- 
ing, until two, three or four doses have 
been taken. I always put it up in blue 
paper, to be dissolved in four tablespoon- 
fuls of rain water, when used, and drank 
‘on an empty stomach before breakfast, 
always. In this way and for this pur- 
pose I use a great deal, with results 
highly gratifying to my patients as well 
as myself. 

I have been induced to give this, my 
experience in the use of nitrate of silver, 
from noticing several articles on the sub- 
ject in the Reporter. 1 have acquired 





quite a reputation for curing epilepsy. 
I give nitrate of silver (with other rem- 
edies) simply to restore the mucous 
membranes of the stomach and bowels 
to a healthy condition. 


it long; 


I never continue 
seldom give more than four to 








than four, I leave considerable interval 
between the first and second course. | 
don’t depend upon that article alone 
in the treatment of epilepsy.—D. W. 
Foster in Med. and Surg. Reporter. 

[It should be borne in mind that this 
remedy will discolor the skin if long 
continued. —Ep. | 


AUTUMNAL DIARRHEA.—The season is 
approaching during which the common 
autumnal or summer diarrhea is one of 
the most common complaints for which 
the physician has to prescribe. As most 
physicians are aware that a vast amount 
of it is caused and kept in action by an 
acid state of the stomach and indiges. 
tion, and that laxatives and antacids will 
generally control it, I present the simple 
and inexpensive form which I have em- 
ployed for the last five years with entire 
success. It will sometimes, though 
rarely, be necessary to employ a little 
hydrarg. cum creta or quinine in con- 
nection with it. 


ee. ee 
Magnesiz.......++. aa gr. xl; 
Sodii bicarb........ 
Saccharialb.... ...  0z. ij; 
OL, BEIM ssc secseses. gtt. xl; 
PM ass .cxwnisicn fl.oz. viij; 


Tinct. opiicamph _ fl.oz. ss. 


Drop the oil of anise on the sugar in 
a mortar, add the powders, and mix 
gradually ; add the water, pour all into 
a bottle, and add the paregoric. Shake 
well before using. 

Dose for infant, one half teaspoonful ; 
one to two years old, one teaspoonful; 
two to ten years old, two teaspoonsful; 
adults one or two tablespoonsful, 
from three to six hours apart. If it 
should be necessary to use an astrin- 
gent, as dry chaik, 

R Cretz prep......... 
PON. HIRD. 000000055 dr. j. M. 
may be prescribed in doses sufficient to 
produce the desired effect. 

This will be all that will be required 
in most cases of our fall diarrlieas, ¢s- 
pecially among children, and it has the 








er “= re = FH Um lm 


O71 is 
1mon 
ne of 
vhich 
most 
1ount 
yy an 
liges- 
$s will 
mple 
> em- 
“ntire 
ough 
little 

con- 


xl; 


. 
ij 


Se 
gar in 

mix 
1 into 
shake 


ynful ; 
»nful ; 
ynsful; 
ynsful, 

If it 
astrin- 


SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 


nn a onreinse-sssinnseeienninsenses de 


advantage of being easily prepared and | 
pleasant to take.--Dr. W. McWilliams, 
mn Ohio Med. Recorder. 


Uses oF HypRATE oF CHLorAL.—Dr, | 
J. A. Larrabee, (Va. Med. Monthly) 
says: I have found chloral hydrate, in 
strong solution, to be the most agree- 
able disinfectant and reliable antiseptic. | 
Administered in febrile conditions it is | 
an apyretic of no mean value; and ap- 
plied locally in union with camphor or | 
in strong solution, it is a descutient, | 
anodyne, and alterative of great power. | 
It forms the best application for injection 
into suppurating sinuses, as in the hip, 
long muscles of the back, etc., cleansing | 
and healing rapidly these fistulous tracts | 
and promoting the rapid healing of su- 
perficial ulcerations. 

It will arrest the formation of fur- 
uncles, carbuncles, and cause rapid reso- | 
lution of indolent swellings. A number | 
of children were selected suffering from | 
most offenstve oz@na and strumous sores. | 
In less than a week all fetor ceased and | 
recovery followed the use of a mild solu- 
tion with the nasal syrine. 

The most wonderful result was ob- 
tained in a lot of children suffering from 
scorbutic gums. Six of the worst cases 
were selected; in some of them, the 
gums were sloughing, and all presented 
a frightful appearance. The local use 
of chloral hydrate in water as a wash 
cured these gums in eight days—sound 
and well—constitutional treatment being 
kept up during the mean time. It is 
necessary, however, to state that the 
same constitutional treatment had been 
kept up without benefit for a month 
previous. It has also been used, with 
great advantage in ptyriasis copitis. 


STRINGENT AND Tonic Barus IN Sum- 
MER COMPLAINT OF CHILDREN. — Dr. 
Wharton (Va. Med. Monthly) says: 
Many a time, when the case seemed al- 
most hopeless, have I seen the baths of 
oak and willow bark apparently snatch 
the patient from the very verge of the 
grave, and it is from an experience of 
its great value in such cases—an expe- 





oo 


| by all other means. 
| sent season I have seen some very bad 


rience of thirty years—that I would em- 
phasize their importance. 
I do not undervalue the importance 


| of medicine when I say that I have seen 


more good done in bad cases of summer 
complaint by the use of the baths than 
During the pre- 


cases relieved promptly, after the fail- 


/ ure of well-directed treatment with the 


established remedies. 
The baths are prepared by boiling 


| oak and willow barks to a strong de- 


coction. The patient is bathed in this 


| decoction at a temperature of 80° F.— 
| that is, tepid—as a warm bath is too 


relaxing, and he will not be able to bear 
a temperature cold enough to causea 
shock. He must be be kept in it from 


| five to ten minutes, according to his 


strength and susceptibility, and it must 
be used twice a day in severe cases. 
The same water will be good for two 
days in the hottest weather. 


ARSENIC IN ALBUMENURIA.—Dr. T. 


| Lauder Brunton reports the case of a 


man who, for nine years, suffered from 
intermittent albuminuria, with debility, 
and at times loss of flesh. The albu- 
minuria was worse in summer, was 
brought on by exertion in the morning, 


| and by the use of meats and fats, and 
| completely disappeared when a farina- 


ceous diet was adhered to. The patient 
suffered much from acidity, especially 
in the morning. There was no cedema, 
The heart and lungs were healthy. No 
casts were found in the urine, but it was 
not very frequently examined for them. 


| Quinine increased the albumenuria, and 


so did phosphorus. Digitalis caused it 
to diminish slightly, but the drug disa- 
greed with the stomach, and had to be 
stopped. On account of its supposed 
action on the secreting structure of the 
kidney, Fowler’s solution was finally 
ordered at meal times in three minim 
doses. The albumen disappeared from 
the urine almost at once, and the pa- 
tient was able to do much more work 
than before without bringing it back.— 
The Practitioner, June, 1877. 
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A Darinc THERAPEUTIST.—At a late | adopting the tepid pouring process, the 


meeting of the Massachusetts Dental | fearful internal heat was reduced to the 


Society, Dr. Waters, of Salem, stated 
that bicarbonate of soda, such as is used 
for cooking purposes, or any other alkali 


in neutral form, would afford instantane- — 


ous cessation of pain from the severest 
burns or scalds, and would cure such 
injuries in a few hours. Dipping a 
sponge into boiling water, the Doctor 
squeezed it over his right wrist, produc- 
ing a severe scald around his arm and 
some two inches in width. Then, de- 
spite the suffering it occasioned, he ap- 
plied the scalding water to his wrist for 
half a minute. Bicarbonate of soda 
was at once dusted over the surface, a 
wet cloth applied, and the pain, the ex- 
perimenter stated, was almost instantly 
deadened. Although the wound was of 


the swamps 


a nature to be open aad painful fora | 


considerable time, on the day following 


the single application of soda, the jess | 


injured portion was practically healed, 


only a slight discoloration of the flesh | 


being perceptible. The severer wound, 
in a few days, with no other treatment 
than a wet cloth kept over it, showed 
every sign of rapid healing. —Med. and 
Surg. Journal. 


ReEpuctTioN oF HEAT IN TypHoID 


FEVER—Dr. Kibbee (Medical and Surgi- | 


cal Reporter) states:—I have proven, to 
an absolute certainty, that the pouring 
of tepid water through a sheet, so 
folded that it will reach from the lower 


part of the hip to the axilla, will, in a | 
short time, two hours at most, reduce | 


the highest fever heat to the normal 
standard, and hold it there for days, 
and even weeks, is in many cases of 


normal standard, and held there by con- 
tinual pouring, and equalized by apply- 
ing artificial warmth to the extremities, 


CuroNic MaariaL Toxemia.— 
Having been a_ busy practitioner in 
of Louisiana for the 
last six years, where I have been call- 
ed upon to prescibe for all the varied 
and masked forms of chronic malarial 
poisoning, I have found nothing so eff- 
cient and efficacious as an alterative and 
tonic, as well asa permanent curative 
agent, as the following prescription, 
which, if continued for a_ sufficient 
length of time, will do all that a combi. 
nation of medicines can do in such 
cases ; in fact, no case coming under my 
observation, during the past six years, 
has resisted this treatment, and am 
satishied no one will be disappointed 
who will give it a thorough trial : 

R. Pulv. sulph. ferri.......-... 4 drachns. 

UU TOR Gc ase ene ape 1 ounces. 
Mix and stir in mortar till effervescence ceases 
then add: 


Sulph. quinine ... . 4 drachms. 
Nitrate POwSs 2. <6. s os 6 drachms. 
Aqua Q. 8. to make...... 6 ounces. 


S. Teaspoonful three times daily, after eating, 
well diluted in water. 
Lake Charles, August 8th, 1877. 

—Brief. 


SEXUAL HyGiene.—Professor * Hart: 
shorn, formerly Professor of Hygiene 
in the University of Pennsylvania, gives 
the following condensation of his‘views 
of sexual hygiene: 

1. The action of the reproductive or- 
gans is not necessary to the individual ; 


_ its purpose being the continuation of the 


typhoid, which I have treated with in- | 
_ the generative organs. 


variable success, where the treatment 


began with the first exacerbation of the | 
in marriage. 


fever. 

In my time I have had several calls to 
sit in council with my medical confreres 
who had treated their typhoid cases in 
the usual way almost up to the period 
of articulo mortis, a point past all hope 
from the use of any medicinal remedy 


known to the profession ; and by simply | 





species. 
2. No harm results from inaction of 


3. Sexuality is healthy and safe only 


4. The married state ‘is, as a rule, 
rather more favorable to health than 
celibacy. 

5. Abnormal sensuality is injurious in 
proportion to prematurity, deviation 
from nature, and frequency of indul- 
gence. 
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6. Hygiene furnishes no  justifica- 
tion for prostitution. —Med. and Surg. 
Journal, 


INFLUENCE OF ARTIFICIAL SUPPRES- 
SION OF THE CUTANEOUS SECRETION. 
—Sokoloff (Virchow'’s Archiv.) experi- 
mented upon some forty-six dogs and 
rabbits. These animals were painted 
with oil and other substances, the results 
being as follows: The temperature 
usually fell. The urine showed gray and 
hyaline cylinders, kidney-epithelium, 
and young cells by which its specific 
gravity was increased; albumen also 
appeared. In one case, dropsy occurred. 
Diarrhaca, loss of power in the heart, 
cramps, sopor, and, when the coating 
was extensive or complete, death, in 
periods varying from a few hours to sev- 
eral days. Post-mortem examination, 
congestion of the brain and membranes, 
as well as of most of the internalorgans. 


—The Drug. Cir. and Chem. Gas. 


InsomniA.—A lecturer remarks that 
ordinary cases of insomnia may be divi- 
ded into three classes—senile, toxic,and 
psychical. In the senile form of the 
affection the disorder depends upon de- 
generation of the cerebral arteries, and 
is difficult of cure; in the toxic, upon 
abuse of alcohol, tea or tobacco, and 
ceases upon the removal of the cause; 
in the psychical, it arises from continued 
and excessive mental strain, grief, anx- 
iety, worry, etc., and is usually success- 
fully treated by full doses of bromides, 
combined with tincture of ergot and 
cod-liver oil. If the-Jinsomnia be se- 
rious, it must be stopped at once by 
hypnotics, preferably by opium.—JZed. 
and Surg. Reporter. 


BELLADONNA IN CONSTIPATION, THE 
Resutt OF ParaLysis or THE BOWELS.— 
Dr. H. A. DuBois, of San Rafael, Cal., 
writes: ‘*In a case of paralysis of the 
bowels, the result of apoplexy, where 
there had been no discharge for two 
weeks, and where croton oil and other 
powerful catharties had failed, and*in 
which the ascending colon only could 
be emptied by the rectal tube, small 
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doses—five drops three times a day— 
of the fluid extract of belladona, con- 
tinued for two days, enabled the tube to 
enter the transverse colon, and procured 
thorough action through the whole 
length of the canal. I was indebted to 
Dr. Taylor, U. S. Navy, for this sug- 


gestion.” 


TREATMENT OF NASAL CATARRH.—Dr. 
Hartmann, of Berlin, recommends the 
use of Politzer’s method for distention 
of the middle ear, in the treatment of 
acute nasal catarrh. By the compres- 
sion of the air in the nasal cavities, the 
collected secretions in the frontal sin- 
uses and other cavities opening into the 
nasal fossz, 1s forced out, and the pains 
and other disagreeable sensations in the 
head are thereby greatly relieved. In 
order to prevent any undesirable effects 
on the middle ear, the external auditory 
canals should be closed with the fingers, 
whereby a too forcible driving outwards 
of the drums is prevented.—J/emorabil- 
zen, Heft 6, 1877. 


Post-PARTUM HEMORRHAGE. —Dr. Bris- 
bane (London Lancet) gives the follow- 
ing treatment: Nothing more is required 
than to carry a two ounce bottle of or- 
dinary tincture of the muriate of tron. 
A piece of sponge can always be ob- 
tained. This is compressed in the palm 
of the hand and the iron poured on it, 
and thus it is conveyed up the bleeding 
surface of the uterus, against which it 
is pressed and left zz stu. The blood 
coagulates, the uterus contracts, and the 
patient is rescued from the most immi- 
nent danger. I have have at my next 
visit always found the sponge in the va- 
gina, nor have I ever seen any bad effects 
follow. 

ANTISEPTIC VINEGAR. —The following 
formula for antiseptic vinegar is given 
by M. Pennes : 


SAC VITO (ACIO s-teiessrcsiewinesrseerers 300 grammes. 
Acetate of alumnia. .........-- 300 #8 
Tincture of eucalyptus globulus. 1,000 = 
VORDEN Gas :crs. a a,seieeiew 900 
LAVOUOE $6 (cso swlnesierase 1,000 
di HENZOIM sc, 6 caceese's 100 
AGBTIC AGH IN O60”) srs cossleceiein ae 1,000 


Mix thoroughly with the requisite pre- 
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cautions, shake frequently duringtwo or | 


three days, and fiiter. This vinegar may 
be used either pure or diluted as a lotion. 
Five litres injected into the carotid will 





CosMOLINE is one of the products de- 
rived from petroleum after the more vol- 


_ atile portions have been removed by dis- 


preserve a cavader several months. In | 


the,form of spray it is recommeded asan 
admirable disintectant for the sick-room. 
—New Rem. 

EXTRACTION OF ForEIGN BopIEs FROM 
THE CESOPHAGUS IN CHILDREN. —In allu- 
sion to a case in which there had been 
some difficulty in extracting a coin swal- 
lowed by a child, Dr. Thouvenin states 
that in such cases he adopts a very simple 
measure with great success. It consists 


in laying the child flat on his belly, on a | 


table, with his head, supported by an as- 
sistant, projecting beyond it. The finger 
is then introduced into the mouth in order 


| ration. 


to depress the tongue, and the coin slides | 


out along the finger of the operator.— 
Bull. de Therap., Medical Times and 
Gazette, April 14, 1877. 


LasINsKI recommends a powder made 
of dr.ss. salicylic acid, grs.xv. quinine, 
and grs. viij aa of sugar and bicarb. soda 
for pertussis. The whole quantity should 
be so divided that it would last ten days, 
using it twice daily. Each part should be 
blown into the throat with an insufflator. 
After each insufflation a certain degree 


by 


cured more than fifteen cases of pertus- | 


sis convulsion, between the fifth and 
thirtieth day.—Censralblatt.—Maryland 
Medical Journal. 


PODOPHYLLIN IN THE TREATMENT OF 


Hepatic Coric.—In a paper published | 


afew months ago in Lo Sperimentale, 
Prof. Bufalini reported two cases of severe 
hepatic colic that were cured by the use 
of small daily doses of podophyllin. Prof. 


Bufalini ordered small doses of podo- | 


phillin (gr. one-sixth per diem), and both 
the hepatic colic and the intestinal ca- 
tarrh rapidly disappeared. The use of 
podophyllin was continued for a year, 
and, during that time and the two years 
that have since elapsed, the colic did not 
return. —Gazetle des Hopitaux, July ith. 


tillation. It has none of the odor or 
taste of the oil; it is semi-solid, and may 
be melted by heat. As it does not ox- 
idize or become rancid, and is uniritating, 
it is an admirable vehicle with which to 
prepare ointments—far better than lard 
or any of the cerates. Or mixed with 
the ordinary officinal ointments it pre- 
vents them from changing or spoiling. 


IoporoRM IN Ear DtseaAses.— Dr. 
Rossett, of North Carolina, (in Maryland 
Med:cal Journal) calls attention to the 
excellent effects of iodoform in inflam- 
mation of the tympanum and eustachian 
tube, particularly where there is perfo- 
Cleanse the ear by injections of 
tepid water, then dry with pledgets of 
cotton on a probe, and apply the iodo- 
form on alittle mop in quantity sufficient 
to cover the tympanum or the internal 
diseased surface. 


CuHLtoraL—How PrepaREeD.—Chloral 
was discovered more than thirty years 
ago by Liebig, but was not used medi- 
cinally until as late as 1869. It is pro- 
duced by the action of chlorine on alco- 
hol. Alcohol yields 5 eq. of its hydro- 


i : o the chlorine, forming 5 eq. muri- 
of suffocation follows which soon passes | galt ’ go <q 


atic acid, and combining in their place 


: : - with 3 ea. hlorine, to form chloral. 
Under this treatmnt the writer had | se dlatiaciiials inte 


PoIsoONING By SaLicyLic AcID.—A case 
of poisoning, resulting in death, is re- 
ported in a German journal, from four 
doses of salacylic acid, twelve grains 
each, given at intervals of anhour. The 
preparation used was old, and supposed 
to have undergone chemical change. The 
pure crystaline article should only be 
used, 

SULPHOPHENATE OF SopA.—M. Bra- 
kenridge has employed this salt in scar- 
let fever in fifty cases, all of which were 
cured save three, who entered the hos- 
pital at too advanced a stage of the dis- 
ease. The dose is from 15 to 25 grains. 
—Lyon Medical 


DranetEs.—Salicylicate of soda has 
been found useful in diabetes. 


BLENNORRHAGIC 
TopOFORM OINT- 
of Palma (Major- 
cases of epididy- 


TREATMENT OF 
EPIDIDYMITIS WITH 
MENT.—Dr. Alvares, 
ca), has treated four 
mitis with iodoform ointment, and 
from his experience in these cases 
draws the following conclusions : 

1. lodoform calms the pain of blen- 
norrhagic orchitis better than any other 
application; this result is obtained at 
the end of one or two hours. 

2. Iodoform exerts a very manifest 
resolvent action,.and has the advantage 
over the usually employed mercurial 
ointment, of causing no trouble when 


absorbed. 


3. The iodoform treatment shortens | 


very appreciably the duratiou of the 
orchitis, and prevents any consecutive 
induration of the organ. 

4. It is necessary to employ an oint- 
ment containing, according to the 
intensity of the inflammation, from one 
to two grammes of iodoform to thirty 


srammes of lard. —Ze' Bordeaux Medical 


June 26th. 


ERGOTIN IN METRORRHAGIA.—The 
Philadelphia Medical Times, May 12, 


translates two cases from La France | 


Medical, March 31, of uterine hemor— 
rhage cured by injections of ergotin into 
the subcutaneous cellular tissue of the 
arm. The solution was made by dissolv- 
ing 15 or 20 grains of ergotin ina 
drachm of a mixture composed of water, 
glycerine, andalcohol. In the first case 
the quantity of ergotin given is not 
mentioned;in the second, 12 grains 
were given the first day, and 18 grains 
on the second, which put a stop to the 
hemorrhage. This, however, returned 
after an interval of ten days ; the injec- 
tions were repeated, and removed the 
trouble, which did not recur. 


Iprosis.—Dr. A. L, Sweet, of Long | 


Island, writes: I have never noticed, 
in the medical journals which have 
come under my observation, anything 


in regard to the use of the juniper tar | 


soap in excessive sweating of the feet. 
If itis not generally known, it may be 
ofinterest to state that I have found 
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nothing comparable to the above 
named remedy for this distressing and 
frequently disgusting affection, I use 
that prepared by Caswell & Hazard, 
and have recently completely relieved 
the worst case I ever saw (the patient 
my brother-in-law), where the secretion 
Was so abundant and offensive as to 
destroy a pair of shoes in a short time, 
and fill nearly the whole house with the 
odor.—J/ed. Ree. 


FEVER AND AGUE.—The following 
prescription for fever and ague has 
never failed in my hands to afford 
prompt and permanent reliet; 

R. Cinchonidize sulphas........ grs. Ixiv. 
Acid sul. aromat q. §, 
Tinet. nucis vom. ........ m clx. 
SYLUP SIM PlICh...:6: 0.0.06" ad. f.0z. iv. 

M. One teaspoonful every four hours 
until the paroxysms are broken, then 
two doses a day fora week or more. 
This seems to be a small dose of the 
alkaloid, but in the combination it is 
perfectly effectual, produces no unpleas- 
ant head symptoms, and the patients 
are not nearly so subject to relapses as 
when the quinine sulphate is used. 


—Lbid. 


TREATMENT OF FAciAL NEURALGIA.— 
At the Presbyterian Hospital, New 
York City, nothing has been found so 
satisfactory as croton chloral, in the 
treatment of neuralgia, migraine and 
sick-headache. It is given in solution 
with elixir calisaya; five grains, three 
times a day, for a week. When taken 
in this manner the habit of the neural- 
gia is broken up, and permanent cure 
frequently results.—New York Med. 
Record, May 5. 


PHOSPHIDE OF ZINC will be found ser- 
viceable in defective nutrition of the 
brain, spinal irritation, hysteria, and in 
various forms of paralysis. 


V ASELINE is supposed to be obtained 
from petroleum ina manner similar to 
cosmoline, and possesses a like chemical 
nature. 
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PRACTICAL NOTESand FORMULE 


_ physicians,” was relieved by the use of 


TarE Worm.—Dr. Maul kindly furn- 


sige us with the following treatment | 
or tape worm, with which he has suc- | 


ceeded in two cases: 
R. Calomel 
Pulv. ergot, 

~~ every night at bed time. 
ne UX VOMICA.....0..60+45- 3 drops. 
ers solution of arsenic........ 5 drops. 


kin sé . 
n seed emulsion. In the one case the worm 


was di . 3 
as discharged on the third day; in the other | 


on the fifth day. 


[In Savannah during the prevalence of | 


yellow fever the strange fact was ob- 
served that many persons, afflicted with 
the disease, discharged tape worms 
whose previous health was good, and 
who had observed no symptoms of the 


worm—from which we draw the follow- | 


ing practical conclusions: 

Ist. That persons on the sea coast 
are more liable to tape worms than in 
the interior, probably due to fish diet 
in which they freely indulge. 

2nd. The symptoms of tape worm are 
not so formidable as usually supposed, 
as many had the worm without know- 
ing it. 

3d. That large and repeated doses of 
calomel, or blue mass, by its local poiso- 
- effect upon the worm, constitutes a 
good treatment, as the frequent dis- 
charge of tenia in the yellow fever at- 
tacks must have been caused by the fre- 
quent large doses of calomel which were 
Senerally given in these cases.—Ep. | 


Bi-Carzonate or Sopa.—This is es- 
pecially useful in all acid conditions of 
the stomach. In cases of heart burn, or 
in that heavy, loaded, and sometimes 
— State of the stomach, resulting 
rom indigestion, and which usually 
comes on a short while after eating, 
nothing gives such speedy and effectual 
relief as a dose of soda. A half to a 
teaspoonful may be taken ina little water. 
We have found soda very useful in that 
form of irritable and painful micturition 
caused by acid deposits in the urine. A 
Patient, who had been troubled for fifteen 








years with what was termed gravel, and 
‘had suffered many things of many 


a teaspoonful of soda, taken an half hour 
after each meal. Much of the soda in 
the shops is crude and impure, and has 
a strong acrid taste like lye. This should 
not be used. The milder soda is the 


best. 


YeLtow Frver.—Dr.J. J. Knott of 


| this city, furnishes us with his method 


To be given in half i 
a teacup full of strong pump- | : A 
|. of treating the above formidable malady. 


Regarding the affection as dependent 
upon impressions made upon the excito 
secretory nerves through the cutaneous 
system, he uses the spirits of tur- 
pentine freely to the entire etxernal 
surface of the body, and gives ten grain 
doses of quinine every two hours until 


the fever abates—at the same time gives 


small doses of sacharated calomel, wita 
the free use of hot lemonade. He 
claims that four cases coming from 
yellow fever districts to this city, were 
successfully treated by this method, 
recovery taking place in thirty-six hours. 
The Doctor has kindly promised to 
prepare a paper on this subject for our 
next issue, more fully explaining his 
theory, and treatment of the disease. 


Patent HumbBucs.—It is amusing to 
examine the ingredients which compose 
our popular patent nostrums, when ex- 
posed by the analyst. In Scéentifie Ameit- 
can we find the analysis of Dr. Pierce's 
Golden Medical Discovery as follows : 

A $1 bottle holds 220 grains of a 


| brownish colored clear liquid, consisting 


of 15 grains pure honey, 1 grain extract 
of poisonous or acrid lettuce, (bot. herba 
lactuce viros), 2 grains laudanum, 100 
grains dilute alcohol (64 per cent.), tast- 
ing like fusil oil and wood spirit, with 
105 grains of water. 

Ayer’s Pills consist of pepper, colo- 
cynth, gamboge (gutti) and aloes. 

Ayer's Hair Vigor, a solution of 0.6 
per cent. sugar of lead. 

PRESERVED SUMMER SouasH. — The 


London Garden gives this recipe for pre- 
serving summer squash, or ‘vegetable 
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marrow,” as they call it in England: 


‘* Mix together four pounds of the fruit, 
peeled and cut up into small pieces, 3 
pounds of white sugar, about a third of 
an ounce of ground ginger, and the peel 
of a large lemon cut up small and with 
the juice squeezed in; boil this mixture 
for nearly two hours, and it will set firm 
when cool; it will keep for a year or 
longer. When properly mixed it makes 
a preserve of the most delicious kind, 
and one which would puzzle any one 
not acquainted with its constituents to 
tell what it was.”— Boston Jour. Chem. 


REMEDY FOR Sore Eygs.—One day 
an old gentleman of my acquaintance 
called in and asked me to prepare the 
following prescription : 


PII 655. KeucensecrengWa 1 ounce. 
OE OTB oss s,s assevnns 3 grains. 
Sulphate of quinia........ 0... oS 
re ornare 3S 


No directions, no signature, nothing. 
He wanted it for sore eyes. To make 
a long story short, I filled the prescrip- 
tion for him, and have for many others 
since. It is certainly a success in sore 
eyes. The dir-ctions are to use it with 
a feather or camel’s hair pencil, both 
externally and internally, ad Lbctum. 


DEATH FROM THE WANT oF SALT.— 
“I am satisfied that I have seen patients 
die from deprivation of common salt 
during a protracted illness. It isa com- 
mon impression that the food for the 
sick should not be seasoned, and what- 
ever slop may be given it is almost inno- 
cent of this essential of life. In the milk 
diet that I recommend in sickness, com- 
mon salt is used freely, the milk being 
boiled and given hot. And if the patient 
cannot take the usual quantitity in his 
food, I have it given in his drink.”— 


Scudder. 


Doss For CHILDREN.—Dr. Cowlings’ 


method of calculating doses for children | 
is the following fraction of the adult | 


dose: For a child of one year 2-24, 1-12; 
two years 3-24, 4; three years, 4-24, 4; 
five years, 6-24, 4; eleven years, 12-24, 3. 


It will not do to follow the above rule | 
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blindly in every case. In the use of 
potent remedies, as opium, veratrum, 
aconite, the above doses may prove too 
active, while in certain milder articles 
they are too small.—Dungleson. 


Loca, ANASTHETIC FOR Gums. — 
The following is said to be the mixture 
in use by traveling Dentists, who boldly 
advertise the extraction of teeth without 
pain. It has the effect of benumbing, 
and toa considerable extent of relieving 
the pain of extraction. The patient 
should be cautioned against swallowing 
any of the fluid. 


R. Tine. aconiti rads. ..6...00 dr. 
Tine. opii. ) 
Chloroform. GA ss dr. j 


Alcoholis. M. 
Apply on cotton to the gums until they whiten, 


To Take Rust ouT oF STEEL.—Place 
the article ina bowl containing kerosene 
oil, or wrap the steel up in a soft cloth 
well saturated with kerosene; let it re—- 
main twenty-four hours, or longer; then 
scour the rusty spots with brick dust. 
If badly rusted, use salt wet with hot 
vinegar; after scouring, rinse every par- 
ticle of brick dust or salt off with boil- 
ing water; dry thoroughly; then polish 
off with a clean flannel cloth and a little 
sweet oil. —Sccentific American. 


ForMULA OF INDIAN CHOLAGOGUE. 


R. Quinie sulphat.............. dr.ij. 
Bulv:.cinchon®s.<... ..%:0.c00% 0z.iv. 
Tinct. anguincr..............0X.i¥. 
Be, Is aos ou cescns cvs ptj. 
Strychnie............. ee eee gr.lij. 
Acid sulphur. aromat......... dr. ij. 
SPB VAL), co.cc o eeireeet aa 02. ij. 

AGe PURO oi. 6:50 sieriewieesisigcies 04. i). 
Ol. gaulther. 
Ol. menth. piperit............ aa.oz.j- 
Misce. 
ExcELLENT CouGH MIXTURE.-- 
R. Morphie sulphatis............ gr. ij. 
Acedi sulphuric. ............. gtt. ij. 
M. et adde: : 
Tine. serpentari®@............ dr 3. 
Vini antimonii, P 
Vini ipecacuarhe, §........ aa dr. ij. 
Tincture Anisl....2.s0000 cos dr, j. 
Syrupi pruni virginiane...... 02, iv. 


M. Tablespoonful every two to three 
hours. 


SUBACUTE RHEUMATIC ARTHRITIS.— 
The following pill is strongly recom- 
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mended by Dr. J. S. Davis for rheumatic 
—. 


Goon. iodid PR eee Baie seru. iv 
Tragacanth, pulv............ gr. X 
Sach., UW se Ses e Ebb winston aa ae ss. 
I Ai pst bhi Ge want 


M. Pills No. XL. Two sits to be 
taken three times a day. 


A Goop Liniment.—— 
R. Tine. camphor. 
Tine. Opii. 

Aqua ammoni:e.... 
Oil sasafras. 
Oil oregani. 
Tinc. capsicum. 
M. ASRNGONOTIN, 65 5.5.5 oc0:00'suec la OZ Ss. 


Has a delightful odor, and produces 
a warm glow and soothing effect in 
rheumatic or other pains. 


Movutu Wasu.—The following is 
recommended as a useful mouth wash for 
spungy and sore gums; also well adap- 
ted to apthae and dyphtheritic affections. 
After the extraction of teeth it will hast- 
en the healing process and harden the 
gums. 


ew hese an ozj. 


R. Potassio chlorat............... na 
ACU a eS eee dr j 
URES 5S Sb See ievcss wees eee 07 Xii 


M. Rinse the mouth every three to four hours. 


ANTI-HEMORRHAGIC. 


R. Puly. secal. cornut........ or. KXX. 
Plumbi acetatis............ Ct. SX. 
Paly. Opii.......... peueeis * a 
Muc. gum. acac............q. 8. 


Fiat pillula No. 10. Useful in uter- 
ine or other hemorrhages,in colliquative 
diarrhoea, and in night sweats. Dose; 
one pill every two to four hours. 


On TESTICLES, AND THE PROCREATIVE 
Power.—Dr. H. A. Spencer, of Erie, 
Pa., in Med. and Surg. Reporter, reports a 
case of the removal of one testicle, which 
was followed by no apparent diminution 
of the procreative power of the individ- 
ual, he having subsequently begat a 
number of children. 


Hay Frever.—Dr. Evans, in the [Vz 
ginia Medical Monthly, says of hay fever 
“that there is no agent so powerful fo- 
good as quinine, given in two grain 
doses three times a day and continued 
for several weeks.” 














(ZARGLE FOR DiIPHTHERIA.— 


R. Acidi salicylici............ gr. XXv. 
PC tC) | a ere OZ. Sa. 
Aquee distillate ........... Oz. W 


M. Useas a gargle. 


Kh.GG DRANDY.~-nub the yolks oi two 
eggs with halfan ounce of loaf sugar, 
and add brandy and cinnamon water 
each four ounces. 





Scientific Items, 


‘VT ELEFIIUNE.— “ practical use for the 
telephonefhas been discovered by 
Foster,fgoveiiment inspector of mine 
in b.ngl ane. r. foster sent a te lemons ie 
dow: tilating + shaft of the Eliza 
mine, at Si. Austell, Cornwall , the in- 
strument been attached to a 
covered copper wire, and in less than 
fifteen minutes persons speaking at the 
bottom of the mine were distinctly au 
dible onthe surface. The telephone will 
supercede the inefficient cord signals 
hitherto used as a means of communica- 
tion from the ‘nterior of deep mines to 
the ground above.—£x. 


bay 


een vent 


haying 


lEANEL) Maks. —The discovery of two 
satillites to the planet Mars occurred cn 
the®night of the 16th of August last, by 
Prof.$Hall, at Washington. Mars bears 
ssemblance to the earth, 


avery strong r 
in many respects. Divisions of landand 
and that the 


water are well defined; 
seasons are like the earth’s is evident 
from the alternate increase and decrease 


of the white snow caps about the poles. 
An atmosphere much like ours gives 
Mers its ruddy appearance, and bear 


clouds and sto:ms that often obscure 
we i-known features of its surface. 


\.ecusis.— Ine seventcen year locusts 
appeared, the present summer, in certai 
Noythera States. In the upper por- 
tior of Georgia they appear once in thir- 
teez years, Their last appearance was 
in the spring of 1868, and hence may be 
loaked for again in 188) 
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S2rAll communications reiating to tne vususess of 
Tz Recorp, for the year 1877, must be addressed to 
DR. R. C. WCRD 


Business Manger Southorn Med.*Pee., 


Re 
Atiants, Ga. 





S"Brief and practical commmnigstions are solici- 
ted on all subjects pertaining te medicine. elso re- 
ports of cases in practice. 

#2Send money by check, noxtat orcer or x2gis- 
terad ietter. 

er Write your name, post-offiee county ans State 
plainiy. 





SPECIAL NOTHOis 

Parties who receive this number es & speesmen 
copy, are reqnested to subscribe. {We are plain 
and cheap, but aim to be-practical and nseiul. 
Try our journal, and see if it Goes Rot cuntain 
more practical items in less space, und at’) 
than any otherjournal in this country. 
scribe for six montis, though it is-best to order 
the back numbers, and have your volame com- 
nlete. 
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YHA number of communications ror our 
Criginal Department are crowded ont. and 
will appear hereafter. 


¥e3.Parties in arrears will ptease setile 
without further delay. Friends, the year 
will soon close, and we greatly need the 
money. Please take due notiee thereof, and 
govern yourselves accord? ghy. 


SPECIAL NoTICE.—We wish to say two our 
subscribers, and to any others whe may re- 
esive this number of our journal, that the 
correspondence of the office gives abundant 
evidence that the practical character of THE 
RECORD is attracting the attention of the pro- 
fession, and that it meets a desideratum long 
felt by the busy practitioner. Further evi- 
cence also exists in the steady increase of our 
subscription list, and in the enlargement of 
our advertising department. a 

A change of type giving some addition to 
the amount of reading metter, and cther im- 
provements in THE REecor™, wi!! be madeat 
the beginning of the ensuing year, end no 
efforts will be spared to rea’ce it more and 
more interesting and usefu' te ovr readers. 
The present low price of subscripiica and 
club rates will be continued. [t is hoped, 
therefore, that each one now on our list will 
not only renew his subscription, but will in- 
duce others to subscribe ; and, in ordei to en- 
courage them to begin the work at once, we 











Miscellaneous. 


will allow new subseribers for 1878 to com- 
mence with the November or December num- 
ber of the present year. Friends, give usa lift! 


IX'TRACT FROM PRIVATE LETTER. 


“The remarks contained in your last issue 
deprecating the low state of medical educa- 
tion was freely talked of in our Society. The 
opinion seemed to be general that the RE- 
CORD ought to be in the hands of every in- 
telligent physician in the South, and that 
the members of the profession, as preceptors, 
and in their organized eapacity as Societies, 
ete., should observe the sentiments upon the 
subject of education referred to, and that 
pupils should be advised to attend first-class 
Colleges only.”’ R. T. L—. 

It always gratifies us to receive letters con- 
taining evidences of approval like the above. 
if every present subscriber will renew and 
send one or more new subscribers for the en- 
suing vear, we will thereby be enabled so to 
improve the journal as to increase its popu- 
larity more and more, and would soon place 
it in the hands of all progressive and intelli- 
gent readers. 


A MEDICAL SWINDLER. 


Chas. H. Lothrop, M. D., of Lyons, Iowa, 
kindly informs us of the doings of one A. G. 
Walter, alias Willard, alias H. Bayrenz, ete., 
ete. Said Walter bas been going round 
claiming to be an agent of the “U. S. College 
of Surgeons, Washington, D. C.,’? an insti- 
tution endowed by the U. S. Government 
for the special purpose of treating Paralytics. 
Parties afflicted with this disease by paying 
a small sum could receive treatment at this 
humane institution. The testimonials as to 
this institution, which really has no exist- 
ence, furnished by the shrewd swindler, were 
such as would deceive any one. He thus 
filched thirty-one dollars from Dr. L., who, 
however, had his suspicions aroused, and 
took steps which resulted in the arrest of the 
scoundrel, who 7s now safely lodged in De- 
Witt jail. 


TRANSACTIONS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
ALABAMA, APRIL, 1877.—Notice of the above 
made for our June number, was crowded out 
and eventualy overlooked. It isa neat and 
well gotten up volume of 187 pages, contain- 
ing many valuable and interesting papers. 
It speaks well for the Profession in Alabama, 
which indeed, can boast of as large a pro- 
portion of talented and progressive men as 
ean be found in any State in the Union, 
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MARKS OF THE TRUE PHYSICIAN. —The 
true physician is quiet and unpretending, yet 
firm, prompt and attentive. e is kind and 
courteous in deportment, especially in the 
sick-room. He is jealous and careful of his 
reputation, but does not seek to establish it 
by unprofessional or unfair means, and is 
guarded and respectful toward the opinions 
and character of professional brethren. He 
is temperate, and should be Christian man— 
ready, after exhausting his skill and resources 
for the relief of physical suffering, to admin- 
ister a balm of hope and comfort to the de- 
spairing spirit. He should be an observing 
man —studious, watchful, and progressive, 


and should read, contribute to, and pay for 
WwW. | 


at least one medical journal. 


Topacco.—We are not an advocate of the 
Tobacco habit, but as nearly every body uses 
it, and are likely to do so in the face of all 
the lectures which are made against it, and 
among them, no doubt, nine-tenths of our 
Medical readers, we wish to say to them that 
the eyil results of tobacco may in a great 
measure be avoided by using a pure and 
ey, manufactured article, and such we 
1ave found to be the genuine Durham Smok- 
ing Yobacco. Doctors may safely advise 
their friends to use this as probably the 
purest, least injurious article. See adver- 
tisement. 


CINCHONIDIA AND CINQUO-QUININE.—The 
discussion touching the relative merits of the 
two preparations above named, still goes on, 
as may be seen, by an interesting paper in 
our present issue. If the high price of the 
Sulphate of Quinine shall have the effect of 
leading to experimental tests, and of en- 
larging our knowledge of the peculiar and 
varied properties of the Cinchona bark and 
its alkaloids, it will, after all, prove a bless- 
ing to the profession and to the country. 


NEGROES AND YELLOW FEVER. — In the 
epidemic of yellow fever, at Savannah, it was 
said that the fever attacked the blacks with 
almost equal fatality as the whites. It was 
discovered, however, that the mulattoes, or 
mixed breeds, alone suffered, and that the 
pure negro was exempt from the disease. So 
it is reported of the fever at Fernandina, Fla., 
at which point the disease still prevails. The 
mortality is comparatively light. 


THE AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSO- 
CIATION.-The American Parmaceutical Asso- 
tion which held its late meeting in Toronto, 
appointed Atlanta, Georgia, as the next place 
of meeting, which will be on the first Tues- 
day of September, 1878, 3 o’clock Pp. M. Mr. 
J. W. Rankin, of Atlanta, was elected local 
Secretary for purposes of correspondence, &c. 


MEDICAL AND SurGIcCAL REPORTER," PHILA- 
DELPHIA.—This is among the very best of our 
large list of nearly fifty exchanges. See 
their Fall announcement in present issue 





BOOK NOTICES. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE MiISsSsIssIPPi 


STATE 
MEDICAL AssocIATION.—Through the cour- 
tesy of Dr. Robt. Kelly, of Jackson, we have 
been furnished with a copy of the Trans- 
actions, of the Mississippi State Medical As- 
sociation, which assembled at Grenada in 


April last. Itis a highly creditable compi- 
lation of 175 pages, neatly and tastefully got- 
ten up. The papers reported are highly 
interesting and instructive. : 


Practical Hints on the selection and use 
of the Microscope, intended for beginners.— 
By John Phinn, editor American Journal of 
Microscopy: 2d edition, fully illustrated and 


| enlarged. Industrial Publishing Co., N. Y. 





This is a valuable work, especially for be- 
ginners, and those not familiar with the use 


| of the microscope. 


Defects of Hearing and other evils; the 
Result of Enlarged or Hypertrophied Tonsils, 
and the urgent necessity of immediate and 
a treatment, &e.—By Prof. A. W. Cal- 
10un, M. D., Atlanta, Ga. A valuable paper 
from transactions of Medical Association of 
Georgia. 

The use of Large Probes in the Treatment of 
Strictures of the Nasal Duct.—By Samuel 
Theobald, M. D., Surgeon to the Baltimore 
Charity Eye and Ear Dispensary ; Opthal- 
mic and Aural Surgeon to St. Vincent’s Hos- 
pital, Baltimore. 


Popular Science Monthly for October.—By 
E. L. & W. J. Youman’s, comes filled with 
its usual amount of interesting and instruct- 
ive reading matter. D. Appleton & Co., 549 
Broadway, N. Y. 

U.S. DISPENSATORY.—The Profession will 
be pleased to learn that a new edition of the 
U.S. Dispensatory is announced. Dr. Geo. 
B. Wood, Dr. H. C. Wood, and Prof. Bridges 
are the authors. 


Diastasis of the Sternum by the Violent 
Action of the Diaphragm During Coughing. 
By F. J. Lutz, M. D. An interesting paper 
touching an affection not generally known 
or understood. 


Retinitis Albuminurica.—By George C. 
Harlam, M. D., Surgeon to Will’s Opthal- 
mic Hospital, Philadelphia; also, Hemiopia 
and Decussation in the Optic Chiasm, by the 
same author. 


Transactions of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia— Vol. 10th, 212 pages, neatly 
bound in muslin—containing a number of 
valuable papers. 


Retarded Dilatation of the Os Uteriin Labor. 
—By Albert H. Smith, M. D., Philadelphia. 


Goop Location For SALE.—Dr. Calfee, of 
Arkansas, offers a desirable property an 
practice. See his advertisement in this 


; number. 
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